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Series: The Priority of Prayer.
“Helping people experience the hope
found in a life-changing relationship with Jesus”.

e Pray without ceasing.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
16 Rejoice always, 7 pray without ceasing, '® give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

Matthew 7:7-11

7 “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. & For everyone who asks receives, and the one
who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened. ° Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a

stone? "% Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? ' If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how
much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him!

e Prayer is important.
Matt. 6:5. °“And when you pray....

Three essential things about prayer:

I The place of prayer in our lives.
Prayer should be priority in a believer’s life.

1. Prayer was a priority for Jesus. Mark 1:35

Mark 1:35 New International Version
3> Veery early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed.

2. Prayer was a priority in times of uncertainty in the life of the early church. Acts 1:12-14
Acts 1:12-14 New International Version
12 Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day’s walk™ from the city. '> When they
arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas,
Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James.™ They all joined together constantly in
prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.

3. Prayer was a priority when making important decisions Acts 1:24
Acts 1:24 New International Version
24 Then they prayed, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which of these two you have chosen

1. The Attitude towards prayer.

Our attitude should be of belief.
James 1:5-8. NIV
5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you.  But when
you ask, you must believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. ” That person
should not expect to receive anything from the Lord.  Such a person is double-minded and unstable in all they do.

Mark 11:24 NKJV
24 Therefore | say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A35%3B+Acts+1%3A12-14%3B+2%3A1-4%3B+Acts+1%3A24%3B+Acts+12%3A1-11%3B+Acts+16%3A21&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26936a

Matthew 9:27-29 NKJV

27 When Jesus departed from there, two blind men followed Him, crying out and saying, “Son of David, have mercy on us!”

28 And when He had come into the house, the blind men came to Him. And Jesus said to them, “Do you believe that | am able to do this?”
They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.”

2% Then He touched their eyes, saying, “According to your faith let it be to you.”

Matthew 21:22 NKJV
22 And whatever things you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive.”

James 4:3 NIV
3 When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.

Ill.  The result of prayer

1. Prayer results in the power of God in action. Acts 12:1-11.

1 Now about that time Herod the king stretched out his hand to harass some from the church. 2 Then he killed James the brother of
John with the sword. 3 And because he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to seize Peter also. Now it was during the
Days of Unleavened Bread. # So when he had arrested him, he put him in prison, and delivered him to four @squads of soldiers to keep
him, intending to bring him before the people after Passover.

5 Peter was therefore kept in prison, but constant prayer was offered to God for him by the church. ® And when Herod was about to
bring him out, that night Peter was sleeping, bound with two chains between two soldiers; and the guards before the door

were Ykeeping the prison. ” Now behold, an angel of the Lord stood by him, and a light shone in the prison; and he struck Peter on the
side and raised him up, saying, “Arise quickly!” And his chains fell off his hands. 8 Then the angel said to him, “Gird yourself and tie on
your sandals”; and so he did. And he said to him, “Put on your garment and follow me.” 9 So he went out and followed him, and did not
know that what was done by the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a vision. '® When they were past the first and the second
guard posts, they came to the iron gate that leads to the city, which opened to them of its own accord; and they went out and went
down one street, and immediately the angel departed from him.

1 And when Peter had come to himself, he said, “Now | know for certain that the Lord has sent His angel, and has delivered me from
the hand of Herod and from all the expectation of the Jewish people.”

2. The Power of Prayer breaks strongholds. Acts 16:21

25 But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them. % Suddenly there
was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s
chains were loosed. ?” And the keeper of the prison, awaking from sleep and seeing the prison doors open, supposing the prisoners had
fled, drew his sword and was about to kill himself. 26 But Paul called with a loud voice, saying, “Do yourself no harm, for we are all here.”
29Then he called for a light, ran in, and fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. *° And he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must
| do to be saved?”

31 So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.” 32 Then they spoke the word of the
Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 33 And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes. And
immediately he and all his family were baptized. ** Now when he had brought them into his house, he set food before them; and he
rejoiced, having believed in God with all his household.

3. Power of Prayer gives strength and Hope througha difficult times. Jeremiah 29:10-14

Jeremiah 29:10-14. NKJV

10 For thus says the Lord: After seventy years are completed at Babylon, | will visit you and perform My good word toward you, and cause
you to return to this place. " For | know the thoughts that | think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a
future and a hope. ' Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and | will listen to you. > And you will seek Me and find Me, when
you search for Me with all your heart. ™ | will be found by you, says the Lord, and | will bring you back from your captivity; | will gather you
from all the nations and from all the places where | have driven you, says the Lord, and | will bring you to the place from which | cause you
to be carried away captive.

Conclusion
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* Hudson Taylor

*Charles Spurgeon

"Prayer is neither a mere mental exercise nor a vocal
performance. It is far deeper than that.

It is a spiritual transaction
with the creator of Heaven and Earth." @
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