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Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a
new creation; old things have passed
away; behold, all things have become
new.
2Cor. 5:17
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Sundays at Grace
Bible Classes: 9:00am
Grace Gathering [Courtyard]: 9:40am
Grace Worship Service: 10:00am

TEACHING SERIES:

“What does your resources say about you?”
Pastor Oscar Chavez

Weekly Theme Passage
James 5:1-6
We welcome our guests today and if you are new to Grace and are looking for a
way to connect, text the word “CONNECT” to 562.444.1211 and we will text you
occasional updates and happenings at GRACE. We are so glad you are here!
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Don’t forget to set your clocks
back Saturday night November
06, 2022 before you go to bed.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Maggie Olmedo

Sun

Oct 30

EVENTS THIS WEEK @ GRACE
Ironmen Bible Study (C103)
Gonzalez Small Group (Gonzalez Home)
Bible Studies, Grace Students & Grace Kids
Worship Practice
Morales Small Group
Heights of Grace

Tue
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat

Nov 01
Nov 01
Nov 02
Nov 03
Nov 04
Nov 05

6:30pm
7:00pm
6:30pm
6:30pm
6:30pm
9:30am

Nov 13
Nov 20

10:00am
4:00pm

COMING EVENTS
Communion Bread/cup
Thanksgiving Service and Dinner

Sun
Sun

Mark your calendars for our annual Thanksgiving Celebration! This year
we are changing things up a bit. We will not have a morning worship
service on November 20th. Instead, we will be joining together at 4pm
upstairs in the Fellowship Hall for a Community Thanksgiving Worship
Service and Family Dinner. Be thinking about who you may want to invite
to join us for this special time of worship and celebration over a
Thanksgiving Dinner. Stop by the Connect Center and pick up a handful of
Thanksgiving postcards as a tool to invite others.

Dear Church Family, thank you so much for the gift cards, cards and well wishes
for my move to Idaho! I’m very excited about this new phase of my life but will
miss everyone here where I have called home my entire life. Thank you too for all
of the love and prayer that I received from you during my illness the past years.
You all have contributed to me getting well. I look forward to seeing you when I
visit.
Love, Rhonda Lipsohn

"If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and
follow me." – Mark 8:34

This verse is one of the most misinterpreted passages in all of Scripture.
It's not uncommon to hear someone speak of a difficult marriage or a
debilitating illness as a "cross to bear." No doubt, those things are painful
and challenging, but they aren't the focal point of Jesus' words. In Jesus'
day, the cross was an instrument of death. In this context, the call of Jesus
is a call to die. Our fundamental problem is sinful self-centeredness, and
the only solution is the death of self.
Sacrificial giving is one of the ways we can experience death to self. When
we give sacrificially of our time, we die to the priority of our schedule.
When we serve sacrificially, we die to the need to be served. When we
give sacrificially of our finances, we die to the notion of "me," "my," and
"mine." We need to be clear in our own minds that this is not an easy or
pain-free endeavor. But, if we understand this from the start, the
experience of pain or struggle won't be able to deter us from faithfully
following the command of Christ.
After all, the call of Jesus is a call to realize it's not all about us. We're not
the center of the universe, and our needs and desires are not primary.
Only when we die to self can we begin to see life is all about God. Who we
are and whatever we have is from him and for him. When set in that light,
sacrificial giving is no longer a trial or something to be avoided. Instead, it's
something to be embraced, knowing it will draw us closer to Christ. This is
not "works righteousness" or an attempt to bribe God. No, sacrificial giving
from a sincere heart is a response to God's grace, and it signals a desire
to take up the cross of Christ.
What about you? Do you make sacrificial gifts to God or only those that fit
the budget? Are you willing to give God the very best or just the leftovers?
How would the decision to deny yourself and take up the cross manifest in
your giving?

Attendance Last Week: In-Person Service: 79

Online Viewed: 31

