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The Gospel

ROMANS 5:12-21



JUSTIFICATION

 Paul presents his argument by contrasting 
Jesus Christ and Adam.

 In the same way God imputed sin to all 
mankind because of Adam, He now offers 
complete forgiveness to everyone who 
looks to Jesus.



 Adam’s disobedience resulted in the 
introduction of sin.

 V. 12 refers to Adam and Eve’s own 
experience and the consequence of sin.

We have all inherited Adam’s sinful nature.

Doctrine of Man’s Rebellion



v. 13 – The LAW

 Given at least 2500 years after Adam

 Paul makes a point about the reality of 
sin

 The Law serves to expose sin within us.



v. 13-14

 Sin reigned from Adam to Moses.

 Even though the Law had not yet been 
given, sin was still in effect.

 “Sin is not counted…” sounds like a 
contradiction.

 The law of conscience



v. 13-14

 General Revelation

 God has always revealed Himself to 

mankind.

 Rom. 1:18-20; Rom. 2:14-15

 That’s why man was, and is, held 

accountable.



v. 14

 The Law of Conscience

 Refers to people who did not receive a  
direct commandment – as Adam did –
yet were held accountable nonetheless.



Apply this to evangelism!

 Know that everyone has a conscience 
and they’ve been challenged repeatedly by 
God.

We must be willing to speak truth into 
their lives and God will handle the rest.



v. 14

 Paul writes that Adam was a type of Christ

 Type: a person foreshadowed or 
represented by another person or symbol

 Especially a character/event in the New 
Testament prefigured in the Old Testament



v. 15
 The contrast of Jesus Christ and Adam by 

highlighting the contributions by each man

Adam’s rebellion and its result

 condemnation- spiritual and physical death

Christ’s obedience and His result

 justification- grace, access to fellowship with 
God



Condemnation brought death 

 v. 16 – “for the judgment following one 
trespass brought condemnation”

 v. 17 – “death reigned through that one 
man”

 Think about the horror of not having 
fellowship with God! Of not having peace 
with Him! Rom. 6:23a



Justification brings life

 v. 16 – “the free gift is not like the result of 
one man’s sin”

 v. 17 – “much more will those who 
receive the abundance of grace and the 
free gift of righteousness reign in life
through the One Man Jesus Christ”



In closing…

 Reconciliation

 It’s available to everybody!

 It’s a free gift - share it with 
everyone you know!


