
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Welcome to the Grace Brethren 

Church of Norwalk 

 

October 25, 2015 

Services Today at Grace ―    
 

   Sunday School:   9:30am  
 Class: 3 - 5 yrs. old (Kinder.)  Class: 1

st
 - 3

rd 
grade (KIDMO)  

 Teacher: Caroll Ann Perkins Teacher: Lisa Patton 
 
 Class: 4th - 6th grade (5A)  Class:  DRIVEN (Jr. & Sr. High) 
 Teacher: Robin Predmore  Teacher:  Timothy Lansing   

 
    Class: Adults (6B)   Class:  Adults (Conf. Rm.) 
 Teacher: Dave Goodwyn Teacher:  Ron Muir 
  
 Class: Young Adults  Class: Adults (Music Rm.)   
 Teacher: Vet Gonzalez   Teacher: Pastor Jeff Patton 

 

   Praise & Worship Service:   10:45am 
 Children’s Church for 3-5 years old & K-3

rd
 grade after opening 

   3
rd

 Quarter Business Meeting:   12:15pm – Room 6B 
 (Reports and to vote on Sebastian Bosi for Urban Hope 

Ministry & Leticia Posada for Financial Secretary) 
    

Those Serving Today at Grace ― 

 Ushers for the month of October: 

        Vet Gonzalez, Richard Hurtado, Robert Kimsey, Victor Pearce 
 

 Nursery  – Today 10/25 Nursery  –  Next Week 11/1 
         9:15am Josie Ramirez  9:15am Jessica Yrineo 
  Stephanie Jones  Judy Torres 
 10:30am Sandy Goodwyn 10:30am Janine Lansing 
          Tracy Lansing  Roxie Barragan 

Grace Announcements ― 

 CEF NEED: We would like to collect snacks for the two 
clubs.  Please bring boxes of drinks and packages of 
cookies (must be store-bought snacks) for the clubs.  All 
donations can be left in the church office.  Thank you.  

  

Our very own Norwalk GBC Ladies’ Retreat in Solvang is 
January 22-24, 2016. It’s very important that you R.S.V.P. 
to Josie Ramirez by October 31st. The cost is $80, which is a 
great deal.  Don’t miss out on this special time together: 
eating, shopping, hanging out, praying together and 
hearing the Word, which will be taught by our pastor’s 
wife.  Please see Josie Ramirez today! 

   
CHURCH PRAYER LETTER: The October Prayer 

Letter for our church family was put together by the Care 

Commission. Your copy is in your mail folder in the green 

box back in the foyer. If you are missing a folder, please see 

Lisa. If you have a request to be added for November, 

please fill out a tear-off tab and put in the offering.  

Thank you. 

 

Dear Church Family, Join us for a special 

Thanksgiving Luncheon on Sunday, 

November 15
th

 right after the morning 

service. Won’t you please sign up for an item 

to bring for that day?  The clip board is 

located in the foyer. Let’s remember to invite 

family and friends to join us as we celebrate 

the Lord’s goodness through giving thanks. 

Also the Gospel Bluegrass singers will be 

with us that day for a special time of 

worship. The Fellowship Commission   

 

 

“Be courageously persistent in prayer…” Colossians 4:2 

  

    

   

Happy Birthday ― 

Maggie Olmedo October 30 
 

Events This Week ― 

Good News Club: New River    Tues., 2:30pm 
FAMILY NIGHT: ABS, DRIVEN & ROCK   Wed., 6:45pm 
Good New Club: D.D.Johnston    Thurs., 2:45pm 
Ladies’ Psalms Study    Fri., 10:00am 
CHURCH WORK DAY    Sat., 8am-noon 

 

Events Next Month ― 
(Church calendar & DRIVEN page will be in next week’s bulletin.) 

---No Wednesday Night Services (Veterans Day) Nov. 11 --- 
Women’s District Retreat – Marietta Hot Springs  Nov. 13-15 
Gospel Bluegrass Concert  Sun., Nov. 15, 10:45am 
Thanksgiving Luncheon – all invited  Sun., Nov. 15, 12:15pm 
---No Wednesday Night Services (Holiday)   Nov. 25 --- 
 

  For The Record ―  

Attendance Last Week:  

Sunday School: 72 

Morning Worship: 116 

 

**Heights of Grace Outreach –  A special thank you goes to everyone who helped with 

this outreach event.  It was amazing! Please see Vet Gonzalez for all the details from 

Saturday. God is working; let’s continue to pray and reach Boyle Heights for Christ.  

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

“I Just Can’t Forgive Myself” 
A Biblical Alternative to Self-Forgiveness 

The concept of self-forgiveness has become common in our day. Pop 
psychology stresses the importance of self-forgiveness. I have 
personally counseled many people who have committed grievous 
sins against God and others, and they will say to me, “I know God 
has forgiven me, but I just can’t forgive myself.” Though you will not 
find one word about self-forgiveness from Genesis to Revelation, 
many so-called Christian teachers and counselors claim it is there. 
Ray Felten traced self-forgiveness in 14 verses in his “Advice for 
Today: Forgiving Myself.” The serious follower of Jesus is never 
satisfied to drift in the winds and waves of the world’s notions, but 
hungers to know what God has to say about self-forgiveness. 
Actually God has nothing to say about self-forgiveness because it is 
not a godly, biblical idea. The Bible speaks about God forgiving a 
person and about one person forgiving another (Ephesians 4:32), 
but says nothing about self-forgiveness. It is important to 
understand that the idea of self-forgiveness did not arise from 
careful study of the Scriptures, but from some other source, namely 
secular psychology, and then Christian authors made the idea 
palatable to Christians by “supporting” it with Bible verses 
(incorrectly I might add). Rather than merely accepting someone’s 
statement of “I can’t forgive myself” at face value, I think it is vital to 
explore why a person says this. Someone who says, “I can’t forgive 
myself” is certainly struggling with deep feelings of self-
recrimination, and we can offer real help and hope…if we properly 
diagnose the real problem as deeper than the inability to practice 
self-forgiveness. God’s Word brings healing by addressing the 
deepest issues of the heart (Hebrews 4:12-13). First of all, the one 
who says, “I just can’t forgive myself,” may be expressing an inability 
to or unwillingness to grasp and receive God’s forgiveness. This is 
usually the most common explanation behind self-forgiveness talk. 
We say we can’t forgive ourselves because we really doubt that God 
has forgiven us. Or we don’t see our need for forgiveness from God, 
and so we take over the job ourselves. At the core of these thoughts 
is an underestimating of the heinousness of sin against God’s 
holiness. Self-forgiveness exalts self as the highest offended and 
leaves God out. As well, a low view of the depth and width of God’s 
forgiving grace creates a “limited God.” Self-forgiveness is a form of 
“cheap grace” that believes God is unable to break the hold of sin. 
 
 God’s merciful grace is deep enough and wide enough to 
completely remove and cleanse the deepest stains of sin, and 
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Leavi  A  NOTE  FROM  

PASTOR 

    
 

God’s merciful grace is deep enough and wide enough to 
completely remove and cleanse the deepest stains of sin, and 
therefore self-forgiveness is totally unnecessary. Do I need self-
forgiveness to complement or complete God’s forgiveness, as if 
God’s forgiveness was inadequate? May it never be! Perhaps there 
is an even deeper issue for the one who says “I can’t forgive 
myself.” Perhaps the real issue is he has failed in his efforts to stop 
committing a particular sin and replacing it with righteous 
behavior. He doubts God’s forgiveness because he repeats the 
same sin, and he repeats the same sin because in terms of growth 
he has not “moved forward.” His stunted sanctification results in 
repeated defeat at the hands of his repetitive sin. And so his 
ongoing inability to “forgive himself” is a veiled surrender to the 
binding power of sin. The real need here is not self-forgiveness, 
but deliverance from sin’s guilt and power. The remedy is to 
understand and live out God’s forgiveness. God’s forgiveness in 
Christ undercuts this error in thinking and removes the risk of 
misdiagnosing the true problem of our total depravity against 
God’s holiness. The hope is that reminders of past sins must 
become reminders of the amazing love of Christ. As the great 
hymn, “It Is Well” declares, “My sin O the bliss of this glorious 
thought! My sin, not in part but the whole, is nailed to the cross 
and I bear it no more. Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!” 
The Christian sees bliss when he looks at his sin because he sees it 
in light of the forgiveness of God purchased by Christ on the cross. 
Lord willing, more on this topic next week.  
 

Raising the Roof!  Church Roofing Project  

 Breaking it down! “$60,000! We can’t do that, it’s way too much!” 

However, “$335? Sure I can do that, no problem!” Big things can be 

accomplished when broken down into smaller pieces. The south wing 

needs a new roof and the estimated cost is $60,000. A subcommittee has 

estimated that it is easier to approach this project by thinking of it in terms 

of 180 roofing tiles at $335 per tile. Please prayerfully consider how you 

can give, not in place of your regular offering, but in addition to it. The 

church model in the foyer is being filled in with ceiling tiles as gifts are 

received so that we can follow the progress. You can take any questions, 

concerns, or suggestions to Dave Goodwyn.   SEE THE PROGRESS; 

CHECK OUT THE MODEL TODAY IN THE FOYER! 

 
 

http://www.gracelive.com/

