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“Household of Faith” 
Biblical Principles for Family Life 

 
I. What is the family and why is it important?  

 
A. The answer to this question is important because many today are 

_________________ the importance of the family or they have 
erroneous ideas about what the family is and the role it should play 
in our society in general or in the lives of people in particular.  

 
B. The answer to this question is important because ideas have 

_________________. i.e. U.N.’s “Year of the Family” 1994 
 

C. The answer to this question is important because destroying the 
biblical family is one of _____________ primary objectives.  

 

1. Scripture tells us that Believers are involved in a war:  
2 Corinthians 10:3-5; Ephesians 6:11-12; 1 Timothy 1:18; 6:12; 2 
Timothy 2:3-4; 1 Peter 2:11. 

 
2. Scripture makes it clear that our real enemy is Satan and his 

_______________ forces: 2 Corinthians 11:3, 14, 15; Ephesians 
6:11-12; 1 Peter 5:8.  
 

3. Satan and his demonic forces are opposed to God and all that God 
stands for and all that God wants. Satan and his forces are 
adversaries and enemies of God.  

 

a. Nowhere is this battle more intense in our day than in the area 
of marriage and family.  

 
b. The ideological and structural changes in marriage and family 

over the last 50 years have been catastrophic. More changes 
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have taken place in the last 50 years than had taken place in 
the 1000’s years previously!  

 

c. Don’t play into the enemy’s hand by not standing firm on the 
Truth of the biblical family. (John 17:17) 

 

D. Satan has declared war on the family and is focusing much of his 
attention there because he knows how important the family is. He 
knows:  
 
1. That the family is the basic ________________ ____________ of 

every other social unit and institution.  
 
2. That the command to ______________, replenish, fill and subdue 

the earth was given to a family unit.  
 

3. That the family is unique and ________________ in God’s 
program. Marriage reflects the plurality and unity of the Triune 
Godhead of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Man and woman are 
complementary in their gender distinctiveness because they were 
“made in the image of God” and reflect the unity and diversity of 
the Trinity.  

 

4. That the family is of utmost importance to God’s program 
because God starts His _______________ to man with extended 
teaching about marriage and the family.  

 

5. That the family is of utmost importance to God’s program 
because everything else ___________ out of the family and is 
dependent on it.  

 

6. That the family is of utmost importance to God’s program 
because _______________ and deficiencies in our families will 
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produce distortions and deficiencies in every other human 
institution.  

 

7. That the family is of utmost importance to God’s program 
because God uses the family as a means of reflecting the 
_____________________ attributes of His nature (Psalm 94:8-11).  

 

a. __________________ - Genesis 1:26 
 
b. __________________/____________________ 

 

c. __________________/____________________ 
 

d. __________________/____________________ 
 

e. __________________ 
 

f. __________________ 
 

 
Genesis 1:26 – “Let us (plural) make man (singular) in our (plural) 
image (singular) according to our (plural) likeness (singular) and 
let them (plural) rule.”  
 
God in relationship creates man in relationship with gender 
distinctiveness. Gender was created by God to complement each 
other. God brings two together as one (Genesis 2:24), but 
maintains two distinct genders, because male and female are 
made “in His image.” There is a singularity and plurality to God, 
and there is God’s image in the plurality of sexuality in male and 
female with their unity in marriage.  
 
To understand the nature and purpose of any human 
relationship, we begin with a study of the relationship within the 
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Triune God. How Father, Son, and Spirit interact with each other 
is how we are to interact with each other.  

 
8. That the family is of utmost importance to God’s program 

because God uses the family as a means of reflecting the nature 
of His _____________________ with people.  
 
a. __________________/__________________ 

Ephesians 5:22-33; Revelation 19:9 
 

b. __________________/__________________ 
Deuteronomy 32:6-18; John 1:12; Romans 8:12-17; 2 
Corinthians 6:16-18; 1 John 3:16 

 
9. That the family is of utmost importance to God’s program 

because of the Bible’s teachings about the ________________ 
impact that an ungodly family member can have on other family 
members.  
 
a. Exodus 20:5 
b. Joshua 7 
c. Proverbs 21:9, 19 
d. Ephesians 6:4; Colossians 3:21 
e. Proverbs 14:1b; 12:4b 

 
10. That the family is of utmost importance to God’s program 

because of the Bible’s teaching about the important ___________ 
that the family is to fulfill in the lives of its members.  
Genesis 2:18 (Proverbs 31:10-31); Psalm 112; 127; 128; Proverbs 
14:26-27; Ephesians 5:25-27.  

 
11. That the family is of utmost importance to God’s program 

because of the important ___________ that family life is given 
among requirements for church leadership. 1 Timothy 3:1-8; 5:10.  
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12. That the family is of utmost importance to God’s program 
because of the way God _____________ family relationships to 
our relationship with Him.  
 
a. Ephesians 5:18ff 
b. 1 Peter 3:1-6 
c. 1 Peter 3:7 

 
13. That the family is of utmost importance to God’s program 

because the Bible teaches that the family demands top ________ 
after God and His Kingdom.  
 
a. Ephesians 5:22-33 
b. 1 Timothy 5:8 
c. Colossians 3:17-19 
d. 1 Peter 3:1-7 

 
Conclusion:  What is the family? God designed it. God defines it. Satan 

hates it.  
 

II. Two Kinds of Families Described in the Bible 
 
A. ________________________ families:  

 
1. 1 Timothy 3:15; Ephesians 2:19; 3:15; John 1:12; Galatians 3:26; 1 

John 3:10 
 
Or 
 
2. John 8:38-44; Matthew 13:38-39; Acts 13:10; 1 John 3:10 

 
B. ________________________ families:  

 
1. Extended Family: Judges 6:15; Genesis 10:5ff; Luke 2:4 
2. Immediate Family: Psalm 128:1-4; Ephesians 5:22-6:4; Colossians 

3:18-21; 1 Peter 3:1-7 
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III. More Specific Facts about What the Family Is and What the Family 
Should Be from God’s Perspective 
 
A. The family is God’s _____________ to _______________, a place 

where the deepest kind of __________ are formed and experienced.  
 
1. Genesis 2:18; Psalm 68:6; Proverbs 2:17 (Malachi 2:14) 
 
2. Tremendous implications for every family member!  

 

a. “Companion” in Proverbs 2 and Malachi 2 means “one who 
_____________________;” spending time together; being 
very interested in one another.  

 
b. Proverbs 17:17; 27:10a 

 

c. Proverbs 29:5; 27:5-6 
 

d. Proverbs 12:26 
 

e. Proverbs 27:14; 25:20; 25:17 
 

f. Proverbs 27:9 
 

g. Proverbs 27:17 
 

h. John 15:13-15 
 

B. Second, the Bible teaches that the husband and wife relationship 
should take __________ ________ every other human relationship.  
 
1. Genesis 2:24 - *Note three things:  
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Biblical Principles for Family Life



#10
The family is of utmost importance to 
God’s program because of the Bible’s 

teachings about the important functions
that the family is to fulfill in the lives of its 

members. 



PSALM 127
No amount of human toil or sacrifice can 
accomplish much unless it has God’s blessing. 
“Without Me, you can do nothing” (John 15:5). 
Building (1a), guarding (1b), enjoying (2), 
conserving (3-5), is what we are called to do, 
under the protection of God’s Word and blessing. 
We get tired “in” God’s work, but we do not get 
tired “of” God’s work. There is much in life to 
enjoy (1 Timothy 6:17). 



CHILDREN IN PSALM 127

“Conserving” – 127:3-5 (Nehemiah 7:4)
No good to “build & guard” if there is no future 
generation to carry on. Children make the home a 
treasury, but they are also useful, like fruit and 
arrows, making the home a garden and an 
armory. We must raise our children to know the 
Truth and to fight to defend the Truth. It is in the 
family that we preserve the best of the past and 
invest in the future. 



ASCENT PSALM 128

Family traveling to Jerusalem together:

“Blessed” (1,2) = “asher-happy” = “good 
that comes when we do what pleases God”

“Blessed” (4,5) = “barak-blessed of the 
LORD” = when God blesses people



PSALM 128

Happy man and woman as they go 
through the stages of life together in “the 
fear of the LORD,” especially directed to 
the man of the house = 

It takes three to form a happy marriage!



VINES & OLIVES

Very important in Israeli economy & an 
illustration of husband’s love for wife (SoS
7:6-9). “Within your house” = faithfulness to 
husband and home, the innermost part of 
the tent, away from the open front door, and 
she is happy! The unfaithful wife leaves the 
sanctity and safety of her home. 



VINES & OLIVES

“olive plants around your table” = olive 
shoots around base of the tree, fresh, 
vigorous, like children around the family 
dinner table. It takes great patience to care 
for them as they grow, but the results are 
rewarding. How often do you have a family 
meal together around the table? 



#11
The family is of utmost importance to 

God’s program because of the important 
roles that family life is given among 
requirements for church leadership. 



1 TIMOTHY 3:4-5

Pastors, Elders, Deacons, Leaders:

“How can he take care of the church of God 
if he doesn’t know how to manage his own 
household well, keeping his children under 
control with all dignity?” 

Priority of the home!



THE HOME FRONT

The Pastor and leaders cannot be one 
thing at home and another at church: 
home, church, and ministry are one for 
the Christian. If his children do not obey 
and respect him, then his church most 
likely will not either. 



THE HOME FRONT

“manage” = “to rule, govern, preside over” The 
Pastor & husband directs the business of the 
church & home, not as a dictator, but as a 
loving shepherd (1 Peter 5:3). 

“take care of” = personal care ministry

Luke 10:34-35, The Good Samaritan



#12
The family is of utmost importance to 

God’s program because of the way 
God connects family relationships to 

our relationship with Him. 

The “horizontal-vertical” principle of 
relationships. 



1 PETER 3:7

“Husbands, live with your wives in an 
understanding way….showing her honor… 
so that your prayers will not be hindered.”

Four Areas of Responsibility for Husbands 
to Their Wives: 



PHYSICAL – “LIVE WITH THEM”

Much more than sharing the same 
address! You are “one flesh.” You must 
make time to be home with your wife. 
You must communicate with your wife. 

What is the average number of minutes 
per week a husband and wife actually 
communicate? 



“LIVE WITH HER”

Context is “submission” – husband 
submits to his loving duty of being 
sensitive to his wife, and providing for her 
physical, material, and other needs, 
within the boundaries of Scripture.  

1 Timothy 5:8; Titus 2:4-5



MENTAL-INTELLECTUAL

“in an understanding way”

Guys – KNOW your wife! Know HER. 

Put your wife before yourself. 

Be sensitive to her feelings, needs, fears.

“understanding” = “consideration”

“fellow heir” = “companionship” = Bff



IGNORANCE ISN’T BLISS

Two people can live together for years 
and NOT know each other. Knowing = 
“naked and not ashamed” = “full dis-
closure, not hiding anything.” 

“I never knew you felt that way,” means 
one excommunicated the other!

Guys – LISTEN and talk to your wife!



EMOTIONAL

“show her honor” = “chivalry” = “a polite and 
honorable way of behaving, especially toward 
women” – Webster’s Dictionary

Every husband is called to be a “knight in 
shining armor” who treats his wife like a 
“princess.” 



“HONOR HER”

Why do we stop treating her like a princess after 
the ring goes on her finger? 

Much of the happiness at home comes from the 
little, kind, gentlemanly courtesies. BIG 
resentments often grow out of small hurts. Honesty 
and forgiveness must be the way of married life. 



“HONOR HER”

“Giving honor to” doesn’t mean “giving in 
to” – a husband can disagree with his wife 
and still respect and honor her – as the 
spiritual leader in the home, some 
decisions may be unpopular, but you can 
still act with courtesy and respect. 



“HONOR HER” 

A husband must respect his wife’s desires 
thinking and feelings – he may disagree, 
but he must respect her – disagreement 
does not always = disrespect. 

God balances marriage: your wife’s 
personality/strengths are what you need! 
i.e. Impulsive Husband – Patient Wife



“HONOR HER”

Husbands must be the Thermostat – setting 
the spiritual/emotional tone in the home. 

Wives are the Thermometer – she will let you 
know what the temperature is. 



SPIRITUAL

“so your prayers will not be hindered”

Prayer is assumed: individually & together. 

Prayer together indicates how it’s going. 

Prayer is basic to a happy, holy home. 



“GRACE OF LIFE”

Refers to marriage, not salvation. 

The best relationship earthly life has to offer. 

Both submit to Christ = enriching marriage. 

If not = rob each other & miss blessings. 

Each has a duty first of all to God, not 
dependent on the other spouse. 



MARRIAGE INVENTORY
Are you partners or competitors?

Do you want externals or eternals?

Do you understand each other better?

Do you help each other spiritually?

Are you sensitive to each other or taking each other 
for granted?

Do you enrich each other or rob each other?

Are you seeing God answer your prayers? 


