
“We Shall Overcome” 
Romans 12:14-21 

 
I. Romans 12:14-21 – Your Personal Notes on the Passage 

 
A. “Bless and Curse”  
 
 
B. “Rejoice and Weep” - Romans 15:1-4 
 
 
C. “Be of the same mind; don’t be haughty; associate with lowly things; 

don’t be wise in your own estimation” – Romans 12:16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
D. “Never pay back evil with evil; respect what is right in the eyes of all 

men” – Romans 12:17 – 1 Thessalonians 5:15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
E. “so far as it depends on you, be at peace” – Romans 12:18  
 
 
 
 
 
 



F. “never take your own revenge” – Romans 12:19 
 
 
 
 
G. “heap burning coals on his head” – Romans 12:20; 2:4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 





LOVE IS A VERB

1 John 4:7-14

1 John 4:15-21

1 John 3:13-22



GOOD FOR EVIL

Without this shift in focus, it is impossible to 
return good for evil. When we begin to 
think about the enslaving sin and welfare 
of the persecutor enough to pray and 
bless him, we begin to travel the way of 
compassion like Jesus. 



BLESS NOT CURSE

The way of love places emphasis on the 
other person, not on self (hurt, pain, rights). 
This is the way to bless, not curse. Concern 
must be, “What can I do for him,” not 
“What can I do to him.” “How can I 
respond in a way that does him the most 
good?” 



BLESS NOT CURSE

If someone is persecuting you, then clearly 
he needs help. Think: “Here is a person far 
from God. What can I do and say to bring 
him to God?” Leave care for yourself to 
God; He is concerned about you and will 
care for you. As God’s focus is on you, your 
focus can be on the welfare of the 
persecutor! 



HOW CAN I DO THIS?

1. Awareness by hearing God’s Word

2. Awareness leads to conviction

3. Conviction leads to correction by 
confession and repentance

4. Correction leads to disciplined training.

2 Timothy 3:15-17



FIRST STEPS

1. If you cursed, seek forgiveness from 
God and the one you cursed. 

2. Ask God to forgive you if you have 
been focused on self, not other.

3. Think about how to do him good. 

4. Pray specifically for him; his good. 

5. Plan ahead good words to speak. 



“REJOICE AND WEEP”

To battle evil, we must serve along side 
others; being involved in their lives; 
both the victories and the trials. We 
cannot learn to do good to those who 
do us evil, unless we learn to do good 
to our fellow Christians. 



LUKE 15
A sheep, coin, and a brother:

All end in celebrations!

The other brother was sour. 

Just like the Pharisees toward 
Jesus when He sought the lost. 



“REJOICE AND WEEP”

Training in overcoming evil with 
good means identification with our 
brothers and sisters in Christ in both 
positive and negative situations. 



ROMANS 15:1

“We who are strong ought 
to bear the weaknesses of 
those without strength, and 
not just please ourselves.” 



ROMANS 15:1
14:1-2 Don’t despise or condemn other 
Christians.

14:13-23 Don’t hinder conduct of other 
Christians.

15:1-13 Imitate Jesus by ministering to 
others first, not yourself.



ROMANS 15:1
15:1-4 Summarizes chapter 14

“Strong” in conviction
“Strong” in conscience
“Ought” present tense
- Emphasizing continuing 
obligation



ROMANS 15:1

“ought then we that strong the 
infirmities of the weak to bear and 
not ourselves please.” 

First position = IMPORTANT!



ROMANS 15:1
“bear with ‘failings, weaknesses, 
infirmities’ of the ‘weak, non-strong;’ 
do not despise them, but bear with 
them continually. If you are spiritually 
strong, you shouldn’t be seeking to 
please yourself, but seeking to help 
those less strong than yourself.” 



ROMANS 15:1

Last clause is the key: “not ourselves to 
please” = A Christian should not be 
self-centered, but should be 
concerned about the spiritual welfare 
of others. 

“bear” = “to pick up carry a weight”



ROMANS 15:1-2

Helping others is not the end in itself: 

- “for his good, to his edification”

- to strengthen, build up spiritually 

- following Jesus’ example, “even 
Christ did not please Himself”



ROMANS 15:1-2

The spiritually strong are not simply to 
tolerate the weaknesses of other 
brothers and sisters in Christ, but we are 
to help shoulder their burdens by 
showing loving, practical consideration 
to them. 



ROMANS 15:1-2

Christ’s ultimate purpose was to please 
God and accomplish His will. He did 
this by sacrificially ministering to others, 
to the point of death. (John 4:34; 5:30; 
8:29). 



ROMANS 15:1-2
Psalm 69:9 – Christ was insulted and 
despised by others because of His 
association with God the Father. 

We must follow His example. 
Romans 12:14-21



ROMANS 15:4

Present tense – “keep on having hope”

The examples of Old Testament saints 
who did not please themselves, give us 
motivation and hope to endure, 
looking ahead to future glory. 



“REJOICE AND WEEP”

Means developing empathy for 
others that grows from allowing 
their concerns to overlap your own 
and sometimes supersede your 
own. This is Christ’s attitude!
Philippians 2:3-11



“REJOICE AND WEEP”

You must become involved with 
others who are fighting at your side. 
It is a command of Jesus. Love 
demands it. You cannot go it alone; 
God created us as social creatures. 



“REJOICE AND WEEP”

One of the greatest problems 
Christians have today is a lack of 
fellowship with one another. To 
rejoice and weep as we should, we 
must cultivate close ties with those 
around us in the church. 



“REJOICE AND WEEP”

It’s much more than once a week. 
How well tuned are you to the 
needs of others in Christ? Are you so 
wrapped up in your own concerns 
that you don’t have time to be 
concerned about others? 



ROMANS 12:16
12:15 – Christians in the church must 

stand together; unity grows out 
of a cultivation of mutual 
sensitivity and concern; entering 
fully into the impact of another’s 
situation, deeply enough to 
faithfully guide with biblical truth. 



“CHILLY THREE WAY”
“be of same mind”  - not that every one 
thinks exactly alike; not so much 
intellectual as “attitude” – toward God, 
Christ, the world, one another; similar 
goals and aspirations; same Bible, same 
Spirit, same foe, same goal to glorify God 
and exalt Christ; being impartial with 
every person in the church. 



“SAME MIND”
Cannot “overcome evil with good” if we 
are not in harmony; Satan will “divide and 
conquer;” infighting debilitates the 
church; we defeat ourselves; call to unity 
in Philippians 1:27-2:12, “Christ’s attitude 
of considering others more important 
than Himself.” 



“CHILLY THREE WAY”
“don’t be haughty; associate with lowly”

Proper attitude of humility and willingness to 
do the “lowly work” of Christ eliminates many 
difficulties; Christ does the exalting to “higher 
things” (James 4:10; 1 Peter 5:6); contentment 
and joy where God has placed you in Christ’s 
church will help everyone to “overcome evil 
with good.” 



“CHILLY THREE WAY”
“don’t be wise in own estimation”
“The sun doesn’t rise and set on you 
alone.” Pride convinces self that he is right 
and everyone else is wrong. Pride refuses 
to submit to help and counsel. Pride strikes 
out on his own to do it his own way. Inter-
dependence is biblical: 1 Corinthians 12:21



ROMANS 12:17
“NEVER” = An Absolute Command

But how is it possible! 
“make plans to do right” 
No emotionally charged responses
What will I do? How will I do it? 
Make the effort to plan ahead. 
“Right” = “fine, beautiful, good”



1 THESSALONIANS 5:15
“Seeking” takes hard, diligent effort!
No shortcuts to holiness; hard work. 
No “let the Spirit lead you.”

Galatians 5:18; Romans 8:14 – “led”
-Nothing to do with “guidance” 
-Empowerment for obeying Word
-Not “feelings that impel one to make one 
choice or another” 



CHANGE
The Holy Spirit “leads”/empowers the 
Christian to live in God’s paths of 
righteousness. These “paths/ways” are 
found in God’s Word. 

Study – Believe – Follow - Persist



“IN SIGHT OF ALL MEN”

Not referring to “man-pleasing” 

Concerned with the effect of my 
response; my good response is 
noteworthy; even unbelievers must 
acknowledge that it was well done.



ROMANS 12:18
Apostle Paul is realistic. 
Not an absolute like 12:17, 19. 
You can always win battle with evil.
You can always win inner peace.
You cant always have peace with your 
enemy. 



ROMANS 12:18
Romans 14:19; Hebrews 12:14

“Pursue Peace” – Always the Goal!
“Overcome Evil” is 1st Step
“Blessed are the peacemakers”
Relentlessly pursuing until found!
“God of Peace” 5x New Testament



“PEACE OUT!”

“all men” = Primarily Unbelievers

Peace always possible with other 
believers via reconciliation process.

Same certainty doesn’t exist with 
unbelievers, so in every biblical 
way, you try to make peace. 



CHRISTIAN FREEDOM
We are free to do good because our 
actions/responses not dependent on 
their actions/responses; we are not 
controlled by others, but by Christ and 
His commands! If you have done all
that Christ requires of you, you can be 
at peace with Him and within yourself. 



ROMANS 12:19
No Christian vigilantes! 

Biblical limitations on our authority 
and ability as an individual. 
Revenge usurps God’s authority.
Revenge is lawless, rebellious act.
Vengeance is a judicial act solely 
under God’s authority to delegate. 



ROMANS 12:20
“Do good” to your enemy means 
meeting a pressing need to one who has 
made it his full time job to make you 
miserable. Your good deeds are the 
“coals upon his head,” not punishment. 
You are to “heap” good deeds upon him 
= thoroughly over time, to win him to 
Christ! See Romans 2:4. 



ACTION PLAN
Who is doing evil against you?
How have you responded?
Do you need God’s forgiveness?
Plan your future response. 
What does your enemy need?
Heap good upon him – persist in it. 


