
“We Shall Overcome” 
Romans 12:14-21; Luke 6:27-36 

 
I. Supernatural Living 

Romans 12:1-2, 14-21; 2 Corinthians 3:18 
Progressive Sanctification 

 
II. What would you say to a Christian who says, “I’ve tried that and it didn’t 

work”? 
 
a. God-Centered Approach to Relevance of Scripture 

Jeremiah 9:23-24 
 
1. ______________________________________ 
2. ______________________________________ 

 
III. Biblical Approach to Trouble 

 
a. Recognize God is __________________________ 
b. Remember God is _________________________ 
c. Believe God is ____________________________ 
d. Discover where and how God is ______________ 
e. Get involved in what God is _________________ 
f. Expect __________________________ from God.  

 
IV. Paul and Trouble in Acts 16:19-34; 28:17-31; Philippians 2:12ff.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



V. Expect Good Results 
 

a. Your _______________ will be affected.  
b. Christ will be _____________________. 
c. Other believers will be _____________. 
d. The Good News will _______________. 

 
VI. Application of Scripture 

 
D_________, C_________, G_________, D_______________ 

 
VII. Romans 12:14-21 – Your Personal Notes on the Passage 



WE SHALL OVERCOME
Romans 12:14-21



OVERCOMING
Romans 12:14-21

Take note of the context!

Luke 6:27-36
Take not of the context!



SUPERNATURAL LIVING

Becoming in practice what we are in 
position; conforming our outer life to our 
inner life = Progressive Sanctification

2 Corinthians 3:18

Growth in knowledge of Christ

means He is more revealed in 
your life! 



LOVE IS THE CENTER

Romans 12:9

Love for God; Love for Christ; 
Love for Others is the Reason for 
“overcoming evil with good.”



WHAT WOULD YOU SAY?

How would you respond to:

“I tried that and it didn’t work.”



JEREMIAH 
9:23-24

A God-Centered Approach 
to Relevance of Scripture

Happiness & maturity are 
common results of life with 
God, but not the essence of 
it. We have blessings and 
release from sin, but also 
troubles. True disciples don’t 
seek the life of ease that 
pagans chase after. 

Knowing God 
who redeems

Conforming 
myself to Him



DOES IT “WORK?”
Kingdom Rules
Obedience is not 
optional for those in 
Christ’s Kingdom. As 
the “Commander-in-
Chief,” He has told us 
how we must live. 
Jesus cares about our 
problems and He is 
sympathetically with 
us. Blessings come 
with obedience. 

Definitions
How long did you “try 
it?” What do you 
mean it doesn’t 
“work?” It didn’t 
achieve your desired 
results? It didn’t make 
your problem go 
away? It didn’t make 
me feel better. 

Expectations
Hoping for unbiblical 
results, not defined by 
Scripture. “My will be 
done, not Yours.” We 
must see each from 
God’s perspective, 
not our own. “Live by 
the Spirit; walk by the 
Spirit.” 2 Cor. 5:9



OH WE GOT TROUBLE!

Recognize God is in your problem. 

Remember God is up to something.

Believe God is up to something good. 

Discover where & how God is at work. 

Get involved in what God is doing. 

Expect good results from God. 



PAUL & TROUBLE

Acts 16:19-34

“You meant evil 
against me; God 
meant it for good!” 
What trouble did Paul 
have? What good 
came out of it? They 
were singing and 
praying…in jail! 

Acts 28:17-31

Two year house arrest 
in Roman prison. How 
was God involved? 
How did Paul join 
God in His work? 
Follow your chains to 
see where God is at 
work and join Him! 

Philippians 2:12ff

Where was Paul 
writing from? How did 
he view his troubles?  
JOY! (20x!) Beware of 
a therapeutic culture 
that sees no benefit in 
trouble, pain, or 
suffering; where 
“being true to 
yourself” is the highest 
value. 



PAUL’S VIEW OF TROUBLE

God was in his trouble – Philippians 1:13

“in chains because of Christ” 

Providential view of his trouble.

He was right where Christ wanted 
him to be. 



PAUL’S VIEW OF TROUBLE

He recognized that God was up to 
something – increased troubles 
meant increased opportunities. His 
focus was not on what others were 
up to, but on what God was up to!



PAUL’S VIEW OF TROUBLE

Romans 8:28 – God was up to some thing 
good! “Rejoice in the Lord always!” –
Philippians 4:4 – This must be affirmed in 
our thinking. Be patient – the purposes of 
God take time to work out. Psalm 119:67, 
71, “It was good for me to be afflicted…I 
learned to obey Your Word.” James 1:3
“testing produced endurance.” 



PAUL’S VIEW OF TROUBLE

Get involved with God! Begin by 
identifying your “chain” and see what is 
on the other end of it. Don’t overlook the 
blessing in trouble by resisting God’s work. 
See your “chain” as a link to God’s 
opportunity; don’t see trouble as just 
simply trouble. Ask yourself, “What might 
God be doing here?” 



EXPECT GOOD RESULTS

Your attitude will be affected: “boldness, 
gladness, eager expectation” (Philp. 1)

Christ will be exalted. “My eager 
expectation is that I will not be put to 
shame and Christ will be exalted” (1:20). 



EXPECT GOOD RESULTS

Other believers will be encouraged: (1:14).
Face trouble with concerns larger than 
yourself. 

The Good News will advance: People will 
watch you; your response will “give the Gospel 
a hearing; your concern will be directed away 
from yourself; no details of Paul’s suffering. 



APPLICATION OF SCRIPTURE

1. What should I 
do? What is my 
Duty?

2. Who should I be? 
To do right, who 
do I become?

- Character

3. To what cause 
should I devote 
my energy?

- Goals

4. How can I 
Discern truth 
from error? 


