
“The Monuments Men” 
Revelation 3:1-6 

 
I. Four Questions All People Ask 

 
A. What should I do? (What is my duty?) 
B. Who should I be? (How can I become the person who does right?) 
C. Where should I go? (To what should I devote my energy?) 
D. How can I distinguish truth from error? (Be discerning?)  

 
II. Sardis: The “Duty-Free” Church 

 
“Many churches begin with a man, reach out with a mission, become a 
movement, and eventually end up a monument.”  
 

 
A. Just south of Lydian capital of Thyatira.  

Perched 1500 feet above Hermus Valley; a false sense of security.  
Acropolis Temple dedicated to goddess Artemis; a nature cult.  
Situated at the junction of five major trade routes; extremely wealthy.  
Wealth found in jewelry, wool, and textile industry.  

 
III. Jesus’ Words to A Dead Church 

 
A. “The Seven Spirits” = sevenfold fullness and perfection of the Holy Spirit that 

rested upon Christ (Rev. 1:4; 5:6; Isaiah 11:2-5).  
 

B. “The Seven Stars” = spiritual leaders of the churches; elders; pastors; they 
are in His hand, and each will be held accountable to Him for his church’s 
spiritual life; spiritual life or deadness within a church is often governed by the 
spiritual life of its leadership.  

 



C. “We must not conclude too unfavorably where things look ill. The stars are 
not all gone because the sky is overcast. It is wrong to assume there is 
nothing in Christianity, or that religion is a sham, because there are so many 
faithless people in the Church; so much cloaked and gilded ungodliness; so much 
boastfulness of life where there is so much death. Sad as the facts may be, God 
has not left Himself without witnesses. It is very seldom that a church 
becomes so corrupt as to have no genuine Christians in it. As there is no visible 
church in Christendom in which all the members can be counted as saints, so 
there is scarcely a confessed church which has no good and faithful children of 
God in it. So in the midst of deadness of the church in Sardis, there were some 
happy exceptions, some scattered lights amid the darkness.” Joseph A. Seiss  

 

D. “There was an Enoch and a Noah in the midst of the dreadful apostasy which 
brought on the Flood, a Job among the emirs of Arabia, an Abraham among the 
idolatrous population of Ur, a Lot even in Sodom. Amid the dreary snows and 
ice-rivers of the Alps and the Apennines there still may be found here and there a 
solitary flower.” Seiss  

 

E. Jesus gave this church no _______________, only ______________.  
 

1. “I know your deeds, you have a name that you are alive, and you are dead.” 
Sardis had the look of life and a reputation for religious activity, but it 
lacked evidence of true spiritual life. (Revelation: Hearing the Last Word; D. Levy) 
Many modern-day churches live on the spiritual reputation of their past, 
but have been spiritually dead for years.  
 

2. Christ said to this Church:  
 

“Wake up!” – To your spiritual condition; recall your original 
commitment; radical reverse your course of current conduct.  
 
“Strengthen what remains, what is about to die” – get back to the 
basics of sound teaching and prayer; get rid of useless religious 
activity; get rid of all unbiblical thinking and teaching.  
 
“Remember what you have received and heard, and keep it, and repent” – a 
call to repentance from spiritual emptiness; return to the fundamentals 
of sound biblical doctrine and devoted prayer.  
 
“I will come like a thief and you will not know the hour I come” – not a 
reference to the Second Coming of Christ; often the Lord will remove or 
shut down a spiritually dead church rather than let it continue to 
infect others with its sinful decadence.  

 
F. Jesus’ Commendation to A Few 

 
1. “a few have not soiled their garments” – an apt statement in light of the 

wool and textile industry in Sardis; garments are what we dress ourselves 
in and in which we move about to conduct our lives; and so there is another 
sort of garment being referred to here: _____________________. “To 
soil” means “to pollute, or to stain.” We must live in this world and we 



cannot help but be exposed to uncleanness, to temptations to ungodly 
character and unrighteous pursuits. Seclusion, solitude, asceticism, 
monkery, and cloistered living, severed from all connections with the 
ordinary world is not the answer. We must “wear our garments” in this 
world, and they can have a spiritual value and aim if rightly managed. Our 
business as Christians is not to cast off our garments, but to wear them, 
living life in them, but keeping them without “stain or blemish.”  
 
James 5:2, “Your wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes.”  
“It therefore belongs to Christianity not to try to get away from 
ordinary life, but to live and act in such a way as to keep our garments 
(our character) _________________.” Seiss, Letters to the Seven Churches  
 
We cannot travel without dust. The rust will settle on the purest metal. 
But we do not have to keep the dust or allow the rust to eat up the 
metal. These few in Sardis managed to have clean garments, though in 
contact with very great corruption and decay. They maintained themselves 
in living faith and purity where everything was full of defilement and 
deadness.  
 

2. “they will walk with Me in white, for they are worthy”  
 
Holiness and purity belong to the redeemed; washed and made white in the 
blood of the Lamb, Jesus Christ. Absolute purity is not possible in this life, 
but is ours in the merit and righteousness of Christ (Revelation 6:11; 7:9, 
13; 19:8, 14).  
 
White robes are reserved for _______________, (Matthew 17:2; Mark 
9:3), holy ______________ (Matthew 28:3; Mark 16:5), and glorified 
_____________ saints (Revelation 19:8, 14).  
 
Though most in the Sardis church were content to live as Christians in name 
only, these few could not. They were alive to the truth and to their 
Christian calling, and continued steadfast in it. They had not “defiled their 
garments” in the world.  
 
Stop and Reflect 
 
What does God want you to think?  
 
What does God want you to do?  

 
 

3. “for they are worthy”  
 
Jesus commends these few. Jesus sees and notes the humblest and most _____ 
of His saints; He does not overlook them. Even in the most decadent and 
decayed congregation, He credits them in His memory and affection. To be 
numbered so few among so many, what kind of people were they? What was 
their life like? And yet, Jesus vindicates them, calls them “worthy.” Worthy 
of what? Worthy to “walk with Him.” The most neglected and despised on 
_____________ are often the most esteemed in ______________.  
 



“It matters not for the standing of men in the eyes of this world or in the 
eyes of a dead and dying Christendom, provided they have the life of saints 
as well as the name – the power of godliness as well as its form. They are 
not unknown to Jesus. His favor is on them in all their trials. They have 
status in heaven which the highest in this world’s esteem might well covet. 
And they have an Advocate and a blessed record on high.” Seiss  
 
Jesus would not suffer these few faithful saints to endure their lot in an 
impure, hateful culture as if they were _____________ by Him, or allow 
them to be included in His condemnation of their church. Jesus does not 
include the righteous and the wicked in a common blame. Our Lord is 
gracious and recognizes and sets His seal of approval on the good of His 
people, anywhere He finds it.  
 
Though we may be excluded from the friendship and society of the proud and 
consequential on the earth, if we keep our garments unstained, we will have 
the companionship of Jesus and be given the spotless robes of dignity and 
honor in heaven. (James 4:4)  

 
4. “He who overcomes will be clothed in white garments”  

 
An overcomer is a true Christian (Revelation 2:7).  
Jewish scribes were ambitious to walk in long robes.  
Roman patricians were ambitious to walk in white robes.  
Their robes signaled their rank and importance.  
If a prospective priest was found to be imperfect in his genealogy, he was 
veiled in black and sent away, but if all was right, he was clothed in white 
and came into the presence of The Most High for priestly service.  
True believers will spend eternity in service of the King.  

 
5. “and I will not erase his name from the Book of Life”  

 
It is impossible for true believers to lose their salvation; it is secure; 
therefore we can have confidence of faith in this life. (Revelation 3:8; 17:8; 
Luke 10:20; Philippians 4:3). This is the doctrine of Divine Election. 
Perseverance is not that I hold onto Jesus, but that He holds onto me!  

 
6. “I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels”  

Matthew 10:32-33; 13:20; Mark 8:34-38; Luke 12:9; 2 Timothy 2:10-13; 
1 John 2:19 
 
A true disciple of Jesus publicly owns the name of Jesus for himself in the 
midst of a doubting and hateful world. He is not ashamed of Jesus.  
 
“And great will be the difference between the names which Jesus will confess 
in heaven and those which figure so largely in the hearing and annals of men 
in this world.” Seiss  
 
Stop and Reflect 
What does God want you to think? 
What does God want you to do?  

 
“The strife faithfully maintained will have a glorious ending. We have only to hear and heed 
and press courageously on, and we need not fear for the result.” 


