
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

Welcome to the Grace Brethren 
Church of Norwalk 

 
February 7, 2016 

 

Services Today at Grace ―  
 
Deacons & Elders & Wives’ Prayer: 8:45am 
Sunday School:   9:30am  
 Class: 3 - 5 yrs. old (Kinder.)   Class: 1st - 3rd grade (KIDMO)  

 Teacher: Caroll Ann Perkins  Teacher: Lisa Patton 
 
 Class: 4th - 6th grade (5A)  Class:  DRIVEN (Jr. & Sr. High) 
 Teacher: Robin Predmore  Teacher:  Timothy Lansing   

 
    Class: Adults (6B)   Class:  Adults (Conf. Rm.) 
 Teacher: Dave Goodwyn Teacher:  Ron Muir 
  
 Class: Young Adults     
 Teacher: Vet Gonzalez  
   

 Praise & Worship Service:   10:45am  
 Children’s Church for 3-5 years old & K-3rd grade after opening 

 

4th QUARTER BUSINESS MTG.: 12:15pm in room: 6B   
DRIVEN Student Leadership: 12:30pm 
 

Those Serving Today at Grace ― 
Ushers for the month of February: 
 Eddie Morales, Richard Hurtado, Kyle Predmore, Art Moreno 

Nursery  – Today 2/7  Nursery  –  Next Week 2/14 
         9:15am Josie Ramirez  9:15am Jessica Yrineo 
  Stephanie Jones  Judy Torres 
 10:30am Dee Muir 10:30am Janine Lansing 

          Marie Olmedo  Tracy Lansing 

Church Announcements 

DRIVEN NEWS: VALENTINE COOKIES DELIVERED 

TODAY!   YOUTH WINTER CAMP: Feb. 19th-21st at 
Green Valley Lake (leaving Friday at 3:30pm; returning 
Sun. around 4pm). See Timothy Lansing for all details.  

HEIGHTS OF GRACE: Our next outreach is on Sat., 
Feb. 20th. Please meet at the church at 11:00am for a 
brief meeting before we head out to Boyle Heights.  If 
you have any questions, see Vet or Jen Gonzalez.  

BABY SHOWER: There will be a baby 
shower for Kamron & Nayeli Jones on Sunday, Feb. 21st 
at 12:15pm in the Fellowship Hall. All ladies of the 
church are invited. Nayeli is having a boy!   

READING GROUP: Pastor Jeff is looking for others to 
join him in reading a book: Depression: Looking Up from 
the Stubborn Darkness by Edward T. Welch. Many 
struggle with depression or struggle to know how to help 
someone who struggles.  Join us in reading this easy-to-
understand, biblically-based book.  Please order your 
own book on-line at Christianbook.com. Details are 
coming soon. 

FUNERAL: Nonette Blackledge has passed on to Glory.  
Please pray for comfort for her family.  Her funeral is this 
Tuesday, Feb. 9th at 11:00am at Rose Hills, the  Hillside 
Chapel. If you have any questions, please call her 
grandson, Mark, at (562)569-3345. 

2016  Theme Verse:  “So  let  us  Know;  let  us  press  on  to 

Know  the  LORD...”   Hosea 6:3  

    
   

Happy Birthday –  
Alyssa Echevarria February 10 
Macgyver Sanchez February 10 

 

Events This Week ― 
CEF Bible Club: New River  Tues., 2:30pm 
Women of Grace  Tues., 6:00pm 
FAMILY NIGHT: ABS, DRIVEN & ROCK Wed., 6:45pm 
CEF Bible Club: DDJohnston  Thurs., 2:45pm 
Ladies’ Psalms Study  Fri., 10:00am 
  

Events This Month ― 
Elders’ Meeting (Patton home)  Tues., Feb. 16th 7:00pm 
DRIVEN Youth Winter Camp   Fri.-Sun, Feb 19th -21st  
Prayer Table  Sat., Feb. 20th 8:00am 
HEIGHTS OF GRACE Outreach  Sat., Feb. 20th 11:00am 
Kamron & Nayeli Jones’ Baby Shower  Sun., Feb. 21st 12:15pm 
Ladies’ Discipleship (Patton home)  Mon., Feb. 22nd 7:00pm 
Fellowship Comm. Mtg. (Morales home)  Sun., Feb. 28th 1:00pm 

 

For The Record ―  
Attendance Last Week:  

Sunday School: 60,   Worship Service:107 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 Sermon Notes 
February 7, 2016 

 
 

Grace Brethren Church of Norwalk 
11005 Foster Rd. 

Norwalk, CA  90650 
(562) 863-7322 
www.GraceLive.com 
info@gracelive.com 

 

 

Leavi  A  NOTE  FROM  

PASTOR 

    
 

 Note from Pastor:  

 “Addicted to God” 
New Ways of Seeing and Walking Free 

Part 4 
 

“The unfolding of Your words gives life; it gives understanding to the simple.” 
(Psalm 119:130) The world uses only one metaphor to describe our struggle with 
addiction: “disease.” But the world does not say, “Addiction is like disease.” The 
world says, “Addiction is disease,” which is neither theologically nor medically 
correct.  To truly “recover” from addiction, sinful addiction must be replaced with 
holy addiction, for addiction is merely a perverted form of worship. Even 
organizations like AA confess that addiction is a “spiritual struggle that needs 
spiritual healing.” The word “disease” certainly does describe how addiction 
makes us feel controlled by something, but it omits that the control of addiction 
is a voluntary enslavement by the addict. The Bible gives us five metaphors to 
describe addictive behavior: idolatry, adultery, foolishness, attacks by a wild 
beast, and disease. A theme in Scripture that overlaps with idolatry and adultery 
(which we previously studied) is foolishness. The Bible presents only two paths in 
life: wisdom or foolishness (see the book of Proverbs). Foolishness is the decision 
to pursue a thoughtless course that is briefly pleasurable but ultimately painful. 
Our natural, sinful inclination is the path of foolishness. A fool fancies himself 
wise in his own eyes but acts in completely ridiculous ways. Sinful thinking, apart 
from guidance from God in the Bible through the Holy Spirit, makes us morally 
stupid.  Isaiah 44:20 says, “His deluded heart misleads him. He knows nothing. He 
understands nothing. His eyes are plastered over so he cannot see and his mind is 
closed so he cannot understand.” A fool ignores all consequences. A fool follows 
his feelings not realizing his feelings can mislead him. He thinks he is the 
exception to the rule. And even though at times the fool may feel the pain of his 
actions on himself and on others, he continues because he lives for the brief, 
momentary pleasure (Proverbs 17:24; 14:12; 28:26; 15:3; 14:8; 17:2; 27:22; 
26:11). A striking feature of the Bible is that it presents man in “unretouched” 
form. The Bible does not “air brush” man to hide his blemishes. God has done 
this to motivate us to come back to our senses. Coming to God is coming to one’s 
senses. God always delights in giving grace, mercy, and wisdom to any who would 
“confess and forsake their transgressions and find compassion.” (Proverbs 28:3) 
The Apostle James exhorts us, “If anyone lacks wisdom, let him ask God for it, for 
God will give wisdom graciously to anyone who asks for it.” To help the addict, 
we must encourage him and teach him how to choose the way of wisdom and to 
turn away from the way of foolishness. We must teach him and help him to act 
against his foolish feelings and make wise daily choices, one small choice at a 
time, baby steps. Pointing out the consequences of his behavior on himself and 
on others will not help him overcome, because foolishness doesn’t care about 
consequences. He must retrain himself to make wise choices because he 
understands that wise choices are the way of God, and his main motivation to 
make right choices is not for himself, not for others, but ultimately because he 
wants to value and cherish what God has called wisdom (James 3:17).  

 

http://www.gracelive.com/

