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“The Monuments Men” 
Revelation 3:1-6 

 
I. Four Questions All People Ask 

 
A. What should I do? (What is my duty?) 
B. Who should I be? (How can I become the person who does right?) 
C. Where should I go? (To what should I devote my energy?) 
D. How can I distinguish truth from error? (Be discerning?)  

 
II. Sardis: The “Duty-Free” Church 

 
“Many churches begin with a man, reach out with a mission, become a 
movement, and eventually end up a monument.”  
 

III. Jesus’ Words to A Dead Church 
 
A. Jesus gave this church no commendation; only condemnation. .  

 

1. “I know your deeds, you have a name that you are alive, and you are dead.” 
Sardis had the look of life and a reputation for religious activity, but it 
lacked evidence of true spiritual life. (Revelation: Hearing the Last Word; D. Levy) 
Many modern-day churches live on the spiritual reputation of their past, 
but have been spiritually dead for years.  
 

 
B. Jesus’ Commendation to A Few 

 
1. “a few have not soiled their garments” = godly character in an ungodly 

world; Matthew 5:1-16; Galatians 5:19-25.  
 
 

2. “they will walk with Me in white, for they are worthy”  
 
Holiness and purity belong to the redeemed; washed and made white in the 
blood of the Lamb, Jesus Christ. Absolute purity is not possible in this life, 
but is ours in the merit and righteousness of Christ (Revelation 6:11; 7:9, 
13; 19:8, 14). Though most in the Sardis church were content to live as 
Christians in name only, these few could not. They were alive to the truth 
and to their Christian calling, and continued steadfast in it. They had not 
“defiled their garments” in the world.  
 
Stop and Reflect 
 
What does God want you to think?  
 
What does God want you to do?  
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3. “for they are worthy”  
 
To be numbered so few among so many, what kind of people were they? What 
was their life like? And yet, Jesus vindicates them, calls them “worthy.” 
Worthy of what? Worthy to “walk with Him.” Though we may be excluded 
from the friendship and society of the proud and consequential on the earth, 
if we keep our garments unstained, we will have the companionship of Jesus 
and be given the spotless robes of dignity and honor in heaven. (James 4:4)  

 
4. “He who overcomes will be clothed in white garments”  

 
An overcomer is a true Christian (Revelation 2:7).  
Jewish scribes were ambitious to walk in long robes.  
Roman patricians were ambitious to walk in white robes.  
Their robes signaled their rank and importance.  
If a prospective priest was found to be imperfect in his genealogy, he was 
veiled in black and sent away, but if all was right, he was clothed in white 
and came into the presence of The Most High for priestly service.  
True believers will spend eternity in service of the King.  

 
5. “and I will not erase his name from the Book of Life”  

 
It is impossible for true believers to lose their salvation; it is secure; 
therefore we can have confidence of faith in this life. (Revelation 3:8; 17:8; 
Luke 10:20; Philippians 4:3). This is the doctrine of Divine Election. 
Perseverance is not that I hold onto Jesus, but that He holds onto me!  

 
6. “I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels”  

Matthew 10:32-33; 13:20; Mark 8:34-38; Luke 12:9; 2 Timothy 2:10-13; 
1 John 2:19 
 
A true disciple of Jesus publicly owns the name of Jesus for himself in the 
midst of a doubting and hateful world. He is not ashamed of Jesus.  
 
Stop and Reflect 
What does God want you to think? 
What does God want you to do?  

 
IV. Unashamed Love 

David and Goliath: A Story of God’s _______________.  
 
A. The theme of the episode: “The battle is the LORD’s.”  (1 Samuel 17:47).  

David is Israel’s warrior king (1 Samuel 16:18). God gives David strength and victory (1 
Samuel 2:10; 2 Samuel 22:51). David is God’s anointed (1 Samuel 16). David is king-in-waiting 
and a man after God’s own heart (1 Samuel 16:13; 13:14). David demonstrates what God can 
do through a faithful servant.  

 
B. Observe the story through the eyes of believers (David), unbelievers (Goliath, 

Philistines), and supposedly neutral parties (Saul, Israelites, David’s 
brothers).  

 
C. 1 Samuel 17:1-25. The Philistines invade Judah, driving deep into her territory 

until an Israelite army meets them, creating a military impasse. A giant Goliath 
offers to settle the conflict through a battle between two champions and 
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taunts the quivering Israelites daily. King Saul and his army seem to be neutral 
bystanders, but their ___________________ proves their ______________. 
Saul and the Israelites are God’s army and king, yet they do nothing while a 
pagan shames them and their God. They lack David’s zeal and faith. They cannot 
see the situation God’s way. With worldly wisdom, they are afraid and wonder 
who will dare fight the giant (17:25).  

 

D. David arrives at the camp just in time to hear Goliath’s taunts (17:23). David 
is incensed that “this uncircumcised Philistine” should disgrace Israel, “defy the 
armies of the living God,” and heap shame on them (17:10, 26, 36).  

 

David recognizes the ___________ to God and offers to fight Goliath in the 
name of his dishonored LORD (17:32, 45). Because the other Israelites have 
lost sight of God’s honor, they cannot fathom David’s motivation to fight 
(17:28-37). Eliab accuses David of only wanting to see blood, and sibling 
jealousy rears its ugly head again (17:28-30; 16:6-7).  

 
E. King Saul relents and sends David on a suicide mission, armed with only a statt 

and sling (17:31-40).  
 
F. The verbal conflict before the battle exceeds the battle itself (17:43-44)! 

Goliath insults David, curses him by his Philistine gods, and promises the 
ultimate humiliation by promising to feed his carcass to the birds.  

 

G. But the giant’s jeers cannot match David’s (17:45-47)! Now we know that the 
contest between David and Goliath is a contest between the _________. 
Which one will be vindicated? The battle itself is anticlimactic. Goliath is 
face-down and dead in twenty seconds.  

 

H. The main idea: “The battle belongs to the LORD.” The opening and closing poems 
of the books of Samuel support this:  

 

1 Samuel 2:9-10, Hannah, “It is not by strength that one prevails; those who 
oppose the LORD will be shattered. He will give strength to His king.” 
 
2 Samuel 22:2, 40, David, “The LORD is my Rock, my Fortress, and my Deliverer. 
You armed me with strength for battle.”  
 
But……..there is more.  

 
I. Notice the prominence of God’s honor at the beginning (17:10), the turning point 

(17:23-26), and the climax (17:45-46). Goliath insults the honor of Israel, 
hence God Himself. No one rises to God’s defense, not regal Saul the anointed, 
not impressive Eliab. No one stirs until David arrives.  

 
J. David’s courage is no _________________. He already knows God as his 

deliverer (17:34-37). He is already anointed as king. Love for God and His 
honor gives David discernment that makes him burn at Goliath’s offense to God. 
The story of David and Goliath is therefore, theocentric (God at the center).  
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K. God raised up an anointed, zealous servant-king, brought him to the battle line 
at the right moment, inspired him to see the issue as it was, and empowered him to 
defeat the foe. Thus God defended His honor and turned back the invading army.  

 

L. Application: 
 

1. Expect God to defend His honor. “Those who honor Me I will honor, but 
those who despise Me will be disdained” (1 Samuel 2:30). David was willing 
to “step up” and redeem God’s Name and rescue God’s people.  

 
2. God always defends and protects His people. In victory, David 

foreshadowed Jesus’ defeat of Satan. Zeal for God’s honor consumed both 
David and Jesus. Both delivered God’s people from a destroying foe. Both 
delivered while being in a position of weakness. Both displayed God’s power.  

 

3. God’s redemptive work leads some to faith but leaves others in unbelief. 
Goliath and the Philistines were unbelievers, and the rest were doubters. 
David’s heroism elicited diverse responses, as God and His agents always do. 
Eliab was skeptical. Saul was suspicious. Jonathan was accepting. See 
also Luke 5:1-26, and the various responses of the Pharisees, the crowds, 
and the paralytic and his friends. David is an active believers. Saul and his 
army were not merely neutral; they were cowards.  

 

4. Unbelief breeds culpable inaction and cowardice in every Israelite agent but 
David. It freezes Saul and the army. It arouses jealousy in Eliab. 
Faithlessness deprived them of the insight that the battle belongs to the 
LORD. The failures of Saul, Eliab, and the army illustrate the 
consequences of unbelief. Their inaction proves that neutrality toward 
God is not a genuine option. We are for God, or we are against Him.  

 

5. We abuse the narrative if we merely say “Christians must fight giants as 
David did.” We must search for David’s motivation to fight. Praising man 
misses the point. We should see that David’s motivation is his relentlessly 
theocentric (God at the center) outlook. His ________ for God liberates 
his courage! David burns to remove Israel’s disgrace because the world 
must know there is a God in Israel! He fights in God’s name, in God’s strength, 
and for God’s honor (1 Samuel 17:45-47; Psalm 69:7-9).  

 

6. David’s zeal to guard God’s dignity probes us. What stirs our passions? 
What makes us angry? We are quick to anger at personal offenses, but 
calm over offenses to God’s Name and holiness. There is a place for 
indignation over sin (Psalm 101:3, 8; 119:136). Eliab shows us that a 
person who loses sight of God’s honor can fall into a misguided concern for 
his own. This is not a call to duty to act as David did, but that victory 
rests in godly character, fidelity to God, and willingness to fight for 
God’s honorable Name.  


