
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

Welcome to the Grace Brethren 
Church of Norwalk 

 
May 1, 2016 

 

Services Today at Grace ―  
 

Deacons & Elders & Wives’ Prayer:  8:45am  
  
Sunday School:   9:30am  
 Class: 3 - 5 yrs. old (Kinder.)   Class: 1st - 3rd grade (KIDMO)  

 Teacher: Caroll Ann Perkins  Teacher: Lisa Patton 
 
 Class: 4th - 6th grade (5A)  Class:  DRIVEN (Jr. & Sr. High) 
 Teacher: Robin Predmore  Teacher:  Timothy Lansing   

 
    Class: Adults (6B)   Class:  Adults (Conf. Rm.) 
 Teacher: Dave Goodwyn Teacher:  Ron Muir   
 
 Class: Depression: Looking Up from the  
 Stubborn Darkness - Pastor Jeff’s office  
 

 Praise & Worship Service:   10:45am  
 Children’s Church for 3-5 years old & K-3rd grade after opening 

 

Those Serving Today at Grace ― 
 
Ushers for the month of May: 
Rob Kimsey – Lead; Vet Gonzalez, Andrew Cabrera, Ben Ramirez 
 

Nursery  – Today 5/1  Nursery  –  Next Week 5/8 
         9:15am Patty Morales  9:15am Maggie Olmedo 
  Jennifer Gonzalez  Josie Lankford 
 10:30am Dee Muir 10:30am Laura Kimsey 

          Susan Klements  Alyssa Echevarria 

Church Announcements 

THE ROOF FUNDRAISER 

BREAKFAST – SUNDAY, MAY 22 at 8:00-9:00am; 

it’s to raise more funds for our much-needed new roof.  

Please sign up in the foyer if you plan to attend. A 

freewill offering will be taken.  Don’t miss out! 

CEF END OF THE YEAR CELEBRATION was 

yesterday! Thank you to everyone who came and 

helped with this great outreach to our neighborhood. 

SAVE THE DATE for VBS 2016: The Ocean 

Commotion Vacation Bible School starts Sunday, June 

26
th

 and every Sunday through July 24
th

.  Please see 

Laura Kimsey for volunteer opportunities for VBS.  

URGENT NEED: Children's Ministry is in need of a 

teacher for Jr. Church and 2-3 helpers for The Rock.  

Please see Laura if you are interested in serving.  

DISTRICT WOMEN OF GRACE PLANNING 

MTG. It’s final! The meeting is set for Saturday, May 

21
st
 at 9am at the Long Beach GBC.  All of our ladies 

are invited to attend to give their input for the future of 

this important ministry to women, so please attend. 

MEN ONLY – DODGERS GAME: AUGUST 26, 

the cost is $38.00, due to Eddie Morales by May 4.   

HEIGHTS OF GRACE OUTREACH is planned for 

Saturdays: May 7
th

 and May 21
st
.  Please meet at the church 

at 10:00am sharp. If you have any questions, see Vet or Jen 

Gonzalez.  Everyone is invited to come and participate. 

 

 

2016  Theme Verse:  “So  let  us  Know;  let  us  press  on  to 

Know  the  LORD...”   Hosea 6:3  

    
   

 
Happy Birthday –  

Lilia Gonzalez  May 3 
Robin Predmore  May 3 

 

Events This Week ― 
DRIVEN Game Truck  Wed., 5:30-8:00pm 
FAMILY NIGHT: ABS, DRIVEN & ROCK Wed., 6:45pm  
Ladies’ Psalms Study  Fri., 10:00am 
Heights of Grace  Sat., 10:00am-2:00pm 
 

Events This Month ― 
Women of Grace (6B)  Tues., 5/10, 6:00pm 
Church Work Day  Sat., 5/14, 8:00am 
Fellowship Commission Meeting  Sun., 5/15, 1:00pm 
Ladies’ Discipleship  Mon., 5/16, 7:00pm 
Elders’ Meeting  Tues., 5/17, 7:00pm 
Heights of Grace  Sat., 5/21, 10:00am 
District Women of Grace Planning Mtg.  Sat., 5/21, 9:00am 
Roof Fundraiser Breakfast  Sun., 5/22, 8:00am 
Church Work Day  Sat., 5/28, 8:00am 

(Please post your calendar at home for easy reference.  Thanks.) 
 

For The Record ―  
Attendance Last Week:  

Sunday School: 63,   Worship Service: 123 

 
 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Sermon Notes 
May 1, 2016 

 
 

Grace Brethren Church of Norwalk 
11005 Foster Rd. 

Norwalk, CA  90650 
(562) 863-7322 
www.GraceLive.com 
info@gracelive.com 

 

 

Leavi  A  NOTE  FROM  

PASTOR 

    
 

“Addiction” 
New Ways of Seeing and Walking Free –  

Part 13 
 

 “The unfolding of Your words gives life; it gives understanding to the simple.” (Psalm 
119:130)  We have been looking at how the Bible approaches addiction. The Bible’s 
approach is far superior to the world’s medical-biological approach which is not as 
wide and deep as the Bible’s explanation. The world completely discounts the role of 
the heart, the soul, the center of worship, desire, and longing: all of which define 
addiction. When battling addiction, or helping another Christian who is, it’s important 
to remember that sin is no longer our master. A weak or limited view of grace 
assumes that we have to pay God back for our sins. And when we swing in the 
opposite direction in thinking incorrectly about grace, we assume that being saved by 
God’s grace means that we are free to do whatever we want because “it’s all covered” 
by the blood of Christ. Here is a key principle in battling any sin that attempts to 
dominate us: we are either mastered by our desires or by Christ. We were bought out 
of slavery at the greatest cost possible: the death of Jesus Christ, the sinless, spotless, 
perfect, innocent Son of God. We were not set free by His death to serve ourselves, 
but to serve and love Him and the Living God, our Heavenly Father. The Apostle Paul 
said, “Everything is permissible for me, but not everything is beneficial to me. I will not 
be mastered by anything” (1 Corinthians 6:12). Our freedom in Christ is intended to 
lead us into more wholehearted service to Him, not into license to satisfy our own 
desires. Knowing our slant toward twisting God’s truth into something self-serving, 
the Apostle Paul reminds us that freedom can quickly drift into abuse and misuse, 
which in turn will lead us right back into slavery again. Though set free from the power 
of sin by the death of Christ, and though declared forever free by God, we choose to 
go on living like a slave. So what should we do? Paul says, “don’t be mastered by your 
sinful appetites.” Why? Because we have not been saved, rescued, and redeemed by 
Christ in order to pursue our own desires – which have the power to enslave us. Paul 
goes on to say, “You are not your own, you were bought with a price. Therefore, honor 
God with your body” (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). We can fight with confidence against the 
powers of addiction because we understand that we belong to the Righteous One 
Jesus Christ; sin no longer has the right to tell us what to do as Christians. Then why 
do we still give in so easily to addictive temptations? The easy answer is because we 
want to; we choose to; we habituate our minds and bodies, training them to keep 
going back for “just one more,” even though we know it won’t satisfy. To be truthful, 
often we don’t feel like fighting; we take advantage of grace, knowing that we have 
been forgiven and so why bother to be worried about fighting? We must remind 
ourselves that the freedom and power we have in Christ not to sin does not mean that 
we will have a “heaven on earth.” Though we have been set free by Christ’s death, 
freed from the ownership of sin, the conglomerate of our sin nature, Satan, and the 
world wants us back! God has commanded us to fight. It is not an option to hit the 
“sanctified cruise control” until we get to heaven. The love of comfort and ease can be 
an impediment to seeing God’s goals accomplished in the battle against addiction. We 
must decide once and for all: 1) Who is my master? Is Christ, or are my desires? 2) Do I 
hate sin as much as God does? And if I don’t, am I willing to improve my 
understanding of grace until I do hate sin as God hates it? 3) Am I willing to learn how 
to fight against addiction in a way that pleases God and is according to the Bible? Am I 
willing to begin by taking simple steps and staying faithful? And am I willing to let 
other believers into my life, being transparent with them about my struggles and 
allowing them to hold me accountable for my actions and thoughts?  
 
 

http://www.gracelive.com/

