
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

Welcome to the Grace Brethren 
Church of Norwalk 

 
February 21, 2016 

 

Services Today at Grace ―  
Sunday School:   9:30am  
 Class: 3 - 5 yrs. old (Kinder.)   Class: 1st - 3rd grade (KIDMO)  

 Teacher: Caroll Ann Perkins  Teacher: Lisa Patton 
 
 Class: 4th - 6th grade (5A)  Class:  DRIVEN (Jr. & Sr. High) 
 Teacher: Robin Predmore  Teacher:  Timothy Lansing   

 
    Class: Adults (6B)   Class:  Adults (Conf. Rm.) 
 Teacher: Dave Goodwyn Teacher:  Ron Muir 
  
 Class: Young Adults     
 Teacher: Vet Gonzalez  
   

 Praise & Worship Service:   10:45am  
 Children’s Church for 3-5 years old & K-3rd grade after opening 
 

 Baby Shower for Kamron & Nayeli Jones:   12:15pm  
 Fellowship Hall – All women/girls are invited to attend. 
 

Those Serving Today at Grace ― 
Ushers for the month of February: 
 Eddie Morales, Richard Hurtado, Kyle Predmore, Art Moreno 

 
Nursery  – Today 2/21  Nursery  –  Next Week 2/28 
         9:15am Patty Morales  9:15am Maggie Olmedo 
  Jennifer Gonzalez  Josie Lankford 
 10:30am Sandy Goodwyn 10:30am Laura Kimsey 
          Susan Klements  Alyssa Echevarria 

Church Announcements 

BABY SHOWER: There is a baby shower TODAY for 
Kamron & Nayeli Jones at 12:15pm in the Fellowship 
Hall. All ladies and girls of the church are invited. Nayeli 
is having a boy!  Please come and JOIN US. 

DRIVEN NEWS: YOUTH WINTER CAMP – Please pray 
for the youth and leaders as they return from the camp 
this afternoon; they should arrive around 4pm.   

HEIGHTS OF GRACE: Our next outreach to Boyle 
Heights will be on Sat., March 5th or you may choose to 
go on March 19th.  Please meet at the church at 11:00am 
for a brief meeting before we head out to Boyle Heights.  
If you have any questions, see Vet or Jen Gonzalez.  

READING GROUP: Pastor Jeff is looking for others to 
join him in reading a book: Depression: Looking Up from 
the Stubborn Darkness by Edward T. Welch. Many 
struggle with depression or struggle to know how to help 
someone who struggles.  Join us in reading this easy-to-
understand, biblically-based book.  Please order your 
own book on-line at Christianbook.com.  

ELIJAH’S PANTRY: It’s almost empty; please won’t you 
donate some canned or boxed food?  The drop off is in 
the church office. Thanks for your generous donations. 

FUNERAL: The father of Marcus Lankford passed on to 
Glory and the funeral service will be on Friday, Feb. 26th 
at 11:00am at the Pathway Church: 6755 Victoria Ave., 
Riverside, CA 92506.  Please pray for much comfort for 
Marcus and the family during this time of great loss.   

2016  Theme Verse:  “So  let  us  Know;  let  us  press  on  to 

Know  the  LORD...”   Hosea 6:3  

    
   

 
Happy Birthday –  

Josie Ramirez  February 21 
Jenna Wilson  February 22 
Don Fisher  February 25 
Phyllis Fisher  February 26 

 

Events This Week ― 
Ladies’ Discipleship (Patton home)  Mon., 7:00pm 
CEF Bible Club: New River  Tues., 2:30pm 
FAMILY NIGHT: ABS, DRIVEN & ROCK Wed., 6:45pm 
CEF Bible Club: DDJohnston  Thurs., 2:45pm 
Ladies’ Psalms Study  Fri., 10:00am 
 

Events This Month ― 
MOMENTUM DEADLINE for youth going to Momentum, Wed., Feb. 24th 
Fellowship Comm. Mtg. (Morales home)  Sun., Feb. 28th 1:00pm 

(If you have any events to be added to the March calendar,  
please put a note on Lisa’s desk in the  

church office.  Thank you.) 
 

For The Record ―  
Attendance Last Week:  

Sunday School: 66,   Worship Service: 104 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 Sermon Notes 
February 21, 2016 

     

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Reminder: Please check your mail folders for mail. Thank you. 

 
 

Grace Brethren Church of Norwalk 
11005 Foster Rd. 

Norwalk, CA  90650 
(562) 863-7322 
www.GraceLive.com 
info@gracelive.com 

 

 

Leavi  A  NOTE  FROM  

PASTOR 

    
 

 Note from Pastor:  

“Addicted to God” 
New Ways of Seeing and Walking Free, Part 6 

“The unfolding of Your words gives life; it gives understanding to the simple.” (Psalm 
119:130) The world uses only one metaphor to describe our struggle with addiction: 
“disease.”  This is neither theologically nor medically correct.  To truly “recover” from 
addiction, sinful addiction must be replaced with proper worship of God, for addiction 
is merely a perverted form of worship. Even organizations like AA confess that 
addiction is a “spiritual struggle that needs spiritual healing.” The Bible gives us five 
metaphors to describe addictive behavior: idolatry, adultery, foolishness, attacks by a 
wild beast, and disease. We have looked at the first four metaphors. Scripture does 
use illness-disease as a metaphor for our spiritual condition. “Your whole head is sick, 
your whole heart is afflicted. From the sole of your foot to the top of your head there is 
no soundness- only wounds and welts and open sores, not cleansed or bandaged or 
soothed with oil.” (Isaiah 1:5-7) Sin indeed has many things in common with a disease: 
it affects our entire being, it is painful, it is tragic, and it leads to death. But there are 
also ways in which sin is not like a disease: it is something we do rather than catch, we 
confess it rather than treat it, it is in our hearts rather than our bodies, and only the 
forgiveness and cleansing of the Great Physician Jesus can bring thorough healing. The 
world’s deceptive medical model for addiction says “sin IS disease,” but the Bible says 
“sin is LIKE disease.” Many maladies and addictions are misdiagnosed as physical, 
biological conditions but have absolutely no pathology: physical exam, blood test, x-
ray, tissue biopsy, CT scans, PET scans. Now here is a crucial key: many classifications 
of addiction and mental illness are “diagnosed” merely by the history of thoughts, 
feelings, and behavior of the patient seeking help. This means these conditions have a 
MORAL component. Read this carefully my friends: even the Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM) printed by the American Psychiatric Association 
clearly states: “A diagnosis does not carry any necessary implications regarding the 
causes of the individual’s mental disorder or its associated impairments (such as 
addictions).” Science, biology, and medicine does not know the CAUSE of addiction 
and mental illness; they can only declare theories, which are then accepted as 
“gospel” by the public, and then “treated” with medication. Addiction and mental 
illness do have a physical biological component, but not in the cause. All of this proves 
the Bible to be true: patterns of thinking, feeling, and behavior can impact the body. 
For instance we are told: alcoholism is a disease caused by a chemical imbalance of 
serotonin in the brain synapse. But the truth is there is absolutely no scientific proof 
for this theory. In fact, many scientists believe that the so-called chemical imbalance is 
caused by the excessive alcohol harming the brain! It is a scientific fact that the 
neurotransmitter levels in the brain cannot be measured at the synapse. When it’s all 
said and done, we know that the body cannot make us sin. The body (addiction) can 
tempt us to sin, but it cannot MAKE us sin. Assigning an addiction label or a mental 
illness label to someone does two things: 1) It removes personal responsibility for any 
sin involved in the struggle; and 2) It removes all hope of being rescued and healed. 
How can we help? First of all, we must understand that because we are created in the 
image of God, we are bodies with souls, and the medical-biological model of addiction 
ignores the soul in its healing process: everything is treated with medication. But 
much addiction and mental illness is “of the soul,” longings, yearnings, escapes, 
modes of worship. Yes the body is affected, but affected only as a result of choices 
which the heart, mind, soul make. Remember: “The Word of God is LIVING and 
ACTIVE, sharper than a two-edged sword.” (Hebrews 4:12) Overcoming addiction is all 
about replacing sinful, self-indulgent thoughts and behavior with consistent, godly, 
righteous living. More next time.  

 
 

http://www.gracelive.com/



