
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

Welcome to the Grace Brethren 
Church of Norwalk 

 
February 14, 2016 

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY 

Services Today at Grace ―  
 
Sunday School:   9:30am  
 Class: 3 - 5 yrs. old (Kinder.)   Class: 1st - 3rd grade (KIDMO)  

 Teacher: Caroll Ann Perkins  Teacher: Lisa Patton 
 
 Class: 4th - 6th grade (5A)  Class:  DRIVEN (Jr. & Sr. High) 
 Teacher: Robin Predmore  Teacher:  Timothy Lansing   

 
    Class: Adults (6B)   Class:  Adults (Conf. Rm.) 
 Teacher: Dave Goodwyn Teacher:  Ron Muir 
  
 Class: Young Adults     
 Teacher: Vet Gonzalez  
   

 Praise & Worship Service:   10:45am  
 Children’s Church for 3-5 years old & K-3rd grade after opening 

 

 

Those Serving Today at Grace ― 
 
Ushers for the month of February: 
 Eddie Morales, Richard Hurtado, Kyle Predmore, Art Moreno 

 
Nursery  – Today 2/14  Nursery  –  Next Week 2/21 
         9:15am Jessica Yrineo  9:15am Patty Morales 
  Judy Torres  Jennifer Gonzalez 
 10:30am Janine Lansing 10:30am Sandy Goodwyn 

          Tracy Lansing  Susan Klements 

Church Announcements 

CE COMMISSION MTG.: All teachers, please join us for 
an important meeting this Wed., Feb. 17th at 5:30pm in 
Pastor’s office. Please be prompt; it’s so appreciated. 

DRIVEN NEWS: YOUTH WINTER CAMP is this Friday 
through Sunday, Feb. 19th-21st at Green Valley Lake 
(leaving Friday at 3:30pm; returning Sun. around 4pm). 
See Timothy Lansing for all the details.  

HEIGHTS OF GRACE: Our next outreach is this Sat., 
Feb. 20th. Please meet at the church at 11:00am for a 
brief meeting before we head out to Boyle Heights.  If 
you have any questions, see Vet or Jen Gonzalez.  

BABY SHOWER: There will be a baby 
shower for Kamron & Nayeli Jones next Sunday, Feb. 
21st at 12:15pm in the Fellowship Hall. All ladies of the 

church are invited. Nayeli is having a boy! Please come!   

READING GROUP: Pastor Jeff is looking for others to 
join him in reading a book: Depression: Looking Up from 
the Stubborn Darkness by Edward T. Welch. Many 
struggle with depression or struggle to know how to help 
someone who struggles.  Join us in reading this easy-to-
understand, biblically-based book.  Please order your 
own book on-line at Christianbook.com. Details are 
coming soon. 

ELIJAH’S PANTRY: It’s empty; please won’t you donate 
some canned food?  Drop off in church office.  Thanks. 

2016  Theme Verse:  “So  let  us  Know;  let  us  press  on  to 

Know  the  LORD...”   Hosea 6:3  

    
   

Happy Anniversary – 
Dennis & Leticia Posada  February 14 

 
Happy Birthday –  

Giomar Gonzalez February 14 

 
Events This Week ― 

CEF Bible Club: New River  Tues., 2:30pm 
Elders’ Meeting (Patton home)  Tues., 7:00pm 
CE Commission Meeting (Pastor’s office) Wed., 5:30pm 
FAMILY NIGHT: ABS, DRIVEN & ROCK Wed., 6:45pm 
CEF Bible Club: DDJohnston  Thurs., 2:45pm 
Ladies’ Psalms Study  Fri., 10:00am 
DRIVEN Youth Winter Camp   Fri.3:30p-Sun, 4:00pm  
Prayer Table  Sat., 8:00am 
HEIGHTS OF GRACE Outreach  Sat., 11:00am 

 
Events This Month ― 

Kamron & Nayeli Jones’ Baby Shower  Sun., Feb. 21st 12:15pm 
Ladies’ Discipleship (Patton home)  Mon., Feb. 22nd 7:00pm 
MOMENTUM DEADLINE for youth going to Momentum, Wed., Feb. 24th 
Fellowship Comm. Mtg. (Morales home)  Sun., Feb. 28th 1:00pm 

 

For The Record ―  
Attendance Last Week:  

Sunday School: 51,   Worship Service: 92 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 Sermon Notes 
February 14, 2016 

     

      
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reminders: Please check your mail folders for MAIL. See the 
missionary table for the newest prayer letter from the Pattons. 

 
 

Grace Brethren Church of Norwalk 
11005 Foster Rd. 

Norwalk, CA  90650 
(562) 863-7322 
www.GraceLive.com 
info@gracelive.com 

 

 

Leavi  A  NOTE  FROM  

PASTOR 

    
 

 Note from Pastor:  

“Addicted to God” 
New Ways of Seeing and Walking Free  

Part 5 
“The unfolding of Your words gives life; it gives understanding to the simple.” 
(Psalm 119:130) The world uses only one metaphor to describe our struggle with 
addiction: “disease.” But the world does not say, “Addiction is like disease.” The 
world says, “Addiction is disease,” which is neither theologically nor medically 
correct.  To truly “recover” from addiction, sinful addiction must be replaced with 
holy addiction, for addiction is merely a perverted form of worship. Even 
organizations like AA confess that addiction is a “spiritual struggle that needs 
spiritual healing.” The word “disease” certainly does describe how addiction 
makes us feel controlled by something, but it omits that the control of addiction 
is a voluntary enslavement by the addict. The Bible gives us five metaphors to 
describe addictive behavior: idolatry, adultery, foolishness, attacks by a wild 
beast, and disease. So far in this series we have learned the biblical definition of 
addiction involves voluntary slavery, showing signs of both purposefulness and 
victimization. Idolatry-Addiction is emphasized in the Bible as particularly 
victimizing the addict. The Bible often portrays this victimization as being 
captured by a wild beast. Never forget this: both Satan and sin are like wild 
beasts. “The devil prowls around like a roaring lion seeking someone to devour.” 
(1 Peter 5:8) “Sin is crouching at the door and desires to have you.” (Genesis 4:7) 
What sets this metaphor for addiction apart from the others is that there is no 
subtlety here. There is no “wooing attractive woman;” no promises that cannot 
be kept. It’s just plain old in-your-face, rip-you-apart warfare. Sin and Satan 
victimize. They enslave and the earlier we see their true intent, the more 
opportunity we have to be prepared to victoriously fight. How does this 
metaphor of addiction as a hungry, devouring, wild beast help the addict, and 
help us to help addicts? It teaches us that we must ALWAYS be on the alert. The 
“wild beast of addiction-false worship” is waiting to pounce at every turn, waiting 
for us to let our guard down. Vigilance is key in fighting addiction. It can strike 
anywhere at any time. It is just waiting for us to think it is gone. Secondly, this 
metaphor helps because it exposes the “true wild beast.” As FDR said, “We have 
seen the enemy, and he is us!” At first glance, we may think the “beast” is 
alcohol, or pornography, or drugs, but upon closer inspection we realize the true 
“beast” is our own sinful desires within our heart; our own love of pleasure, 
comfort, ease, escape, et al. Addiction is a form of false worship; desiring 
something more than God; and then it devours us. The addict must learn to 
worship God properly. Lastly, this metaphor helps the addict and those helping 
the addict by reminding us that we must be prepared to fight. We must all realize 
that even though we may feel like we cannot defeat this foe right now (and 
sometimes we don’t even want to), sobriety is God’s plan for you. And because 
overcoming addiction is God’s will, He provides all the tools we need to do so. 
God would not command us to do something we are not able to do (1 Corinthians 
10:13). And so, we must learn HOW to fight. And there is power and comfort for 
the addict who hears others say, “It may not seem like much, but I am going to 
continue to fight alongside of you.” Lord willing, we will continue next time. In 
the meantime, fight on!  

 
 

http://www.gracelive.com/

