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“A Shepherd’s Prayer for His Sheep” 
1 Thessalonians 3:10-13      Part 1 

 
 

I. A Perfecting (Maturing) Faith in 3:10-11 
The triad of Christian virtues: faith, hope, and love (1 Corinthians 13:13).  
 
A. Apostle’s concern is their growth in each of these spiritual realities.  
B. Mentioned at the beginning (1:3) and the end (5:8) of his letter.  
C. 3:10, “complete what is lacking in your faith” = “    “ 
D. “equipping of the saints for work of service, building up the body” ____________ 
E. Paul’s goal was not to return to lead them into some emotional experience 

to get them believing more fervently in what they already knew, but to 
expand their ______________ of God through His revealed Truth, which in 
turn would enlarge their trust in Him and enable them to walk in greater 
obedience to His will. This is perfecting, completing, maturing faith.  
 

F. The Apostle Paul, and every Pastor-Elder, ministers under a Divine 
Mandate: to _________ the _________. The primary function of the Pastor-
Elder is ___________: the spiritual maturity of the believers under his care.  
Acts 9:15-18; 13:1-4; 20:32; 1 Corinthians 9:16; Ephesians 3:1-8; 1 Peter 2:2 

 
G. Are you growing in the Faith? How do you know if you are? The precepts 

and principles of Holy Scripture are the windows through which believers 
look to see God and understand His glory and His will for their lives. 
Psalm 19:7-8; 119:9, 93, 99, 105, 130; Proverbs 6:23; Romans 15:4; James 1:21-22, 25  

 
Your ____________ to the truths of God’s Word allows you to know if you 
are growing in the Faith:  
 
1. Your ______________ of God’s Word is increasing; “Let the Word of 

Christ _____________ dwell within you, in wisdom teaching and 
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admonishing one another, singing with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs 
with thankfulness in your hearts to God.”  - Colossians 3:16 
See MacArthur Study Bible footnotes at Colossians 3:16; Ephesians 5:18-19.  

 

2. Your ___________ in God is greater than before; “God carried out His 
eternal purpose in Christ Jesus our Lord, through whom we have boldness and 
confident access to the Father through faith in Him.” – Ephesians 3:11-12; 
Hebrews 4:16; 10:19; 1 John 2:28; 3:21; 5:14 = HIS will; not my will.  

 
3. Your trust in God’s ______________ is stronger than before; “I know 

that You can do all things and that no purpose of Yours can be thwarted.”  
Job 42:1-6; Romans 8:28-30; James 1:5-8.  

 
4. Your ____________ to Him is ___________; “If you love Me, you will keep 

My commandments.” – John 14:15; James 1:5-8; Deuteronomy 17:19-20.  
 
5. You are finding ________ in your ________; “Consider it all joy my 

brethren when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of your 
faith produces steadfastness.” – James 1:2-3; 2 Corinthians 12:9-10.  

 

A perfecting, maturing faith is the foundation for obedient and powerful 
______________ ____________. Acts 14:22; 2 Corinthians 1:24; 5:7; Colossians 1:23; 
1 Timothy 1:4; Hebrews 11:6; Jude 20.  
 
Paul’s prayer was answered a few months later as he wrote his second letter to 
the Thessalonians, “We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brethren, as is only 
fitting because your faith is greatly enlarged.” – 2 Thessalonians 1:3 

 

II. Actions Items: Application: What God Expects of You Today 
 
A. If you are genuinely born again, you must grow in the Faith (1 Peter 2:2). 
B. You must continually grow in your knowledge of Scripture; it must 

saturate and permeate your thoughts, words, and deeds (Col. 3:16).  
C. You must increase your trust that God is perfectly, totally in control.  
D. You must increase in your level of obedience to Holy Scripture.  
E. You must humbly accept trials and hardships as God’s loving tool of 

sanctification to shape you into the image of Jesus Christ (Romans 8:29c).  
F. Circle any of the 5 marks of growing faith above in which you, by God’s 

grace, are increasing. Place any X over any of the 5 marks of growing faith 
in which you are not seeing consistent increase. Why do you think you are 
not growing in that particular area? What will you do to spark growth in 
the areas that are lacking consistent increase? Pray daily; God will help!  


