
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

Welcome to the Grace Brethren 
Church of Norwalk 

 










  

 

  

  



   

 



  























Church Announcements: 

“HAPPY ANNIVERSARY” George & Bonnie Miller - January 26 

& WE WISH A “HAPPY BIRTHDAY” TO:  
Tommy Miller  January 24 
Mary Robison  January 25 
Anabella Morales January 26 

 

CALENDAR FOR YEAR 2017: Elders, Deacons and others, if 
you have any events to be added to the church/wall calendar for 
2017, please send an email or leave a note on Lisa’s desk in the 
church office; i.e. youth events, commission meetings, fellowship 
meals, retreats, work days, etc.  Thank you so much; it’s extremely 
helpful for the bulletin and our website to keep them up-to-date. 

2017 CHURCH DIRECTORY: It’s finished!  Pick up your copy 
TODAY, only one copy per family please; directories are located 
out in the church foyer next to the green mailbox. Look for red! 

 

LADIES MINISTRIES: Ladies, please see the new blog 
on our church website which spotlights our Psalms 

study from Friday mornings; this week includes 
Psalm 63; for those who cannot attend, here’s a 

devotional for you encouraging you to thirst after 
the Lord and to cling to Him. 

 
Elders & Deacons Breakfast Meeting: Saturday, 

Feb. 4th from 8am-11am at the church  
 

JAPAN FOCUS: Join our missionary, Cecil O’Dell, and his team for a new and 
exciting SoCal SPACE for folks whose heart aches for the least reached people of 

Japan (less than 1% know Jesus). 
This will be a MONTHLY (4th Sunday evenings) SPACE TO 

GATHER, to CELEBRATE and LEARN about what God is doing, to NETWORK 
with people who are reaching out, to PRAY with others for the people of 

Japan,  and to SUPPORT or be MOBILIZED to reach Japan for Jesus both here 
in SoCal and Japan/Nihon. 

Our First Japan/Nihon Night will be: 
THIS SUNDAY, JANUARY 22nd at 6:30 p.m. 

at the Los Altos Grace Church 
6565 E. Stearns St., Long Beach, CA 90815 

2017  Theme Verses:  “Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in all things 

give thanks, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus .”   I Thess. 5:16-18  

       

 


Ladies’ Discipleship (Patton home)  Mon., 1/23, 7pm 
FAMILY NIGHT: DRIVEN 6:30pm, ABS & ROCK  Wed., 6:45pm 
Ladies’ Psalms Study    Fri., 10:00am 
Heights of Grace Outreach in Boyle Heights Sat., 10am-2:00pm 

 


Worship Commission Meeting  Sun., 1/29, 8:30am 
  (If you would like to be informed and give input, please come to our 

meeting next Sunday in Pastor’s office.) 
Annual & 4th Quarter Business Mtg.  Sun., 1/29, 12:15pm 

(Note the change of date to the last Sunday of the month.  We  
will vote on officers and go over reports for the last quarter.) 

CE National Celebration (Whittier GBC)  Sun., 1/29, 6:00pm 
  (Please join us; our praise team will be playing and singing, and the 

Heights of Grace team will be spotlighted at the celebration.) 
 
REMINDER: IF YOU HAVE ANYTHING TO BE ADDED TO THE 

CHURCH CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY, PLEASE EMAIL 
LISA BY WED., JAN. 25TH AT 9AM. THANK YOU SO MUCH. 

 


Attendance Last Week:  

Sunday School: 52    Worship Service: 94 

http://cecilodell.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=149c7f245d153ca9958652862&id=37cb5951a5&e=307dd30105


 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

“Wind & Waves” (page 2)   
Church discipline confronts, rebukes, and restores the one who is believing 

and teaching “almost-truth.” When church discipline is removed, the 

floodgates are opened for every liberal and unbiblical wind of teaching to 

enter and takeover. The second cause of the lack of discernment in the 

church today is the disappearance of antithetical thinking. People who study 

the Bible in depth develop an antithetical mindset; they think in terms of 

contrasts or opposites. From Genesis to Revelation God’s thoughts and ways 

are set over against all others. The Bible does not teach that various opinions 

are more or less God’s ways. What the Bible teaches everywhere is that any 

thought or way that is not wholly God’s is altogether wrong and must be 

rejected. According to the Bible, a miss is as good as a mile! Many in the 

church do not like the antithetical mindset because they have a different 

mindset. The modern mindset is called a Continuum Mentality: truth is not 

absolute, but is relative and changes according to what is culturally popular,  

hip, and “now.” The continuum mindset wants to be culturally relevant, 

inclusive, market-driven, rather than clinging purely to Scriptural teaching. 

The sharp, antithetical preaching of the Word of God rubs the modern mind 

the wrong way, and discernment is dismissed as divisive, old fashioned, 

culturally irrelevant, or worse…extremely non-mainstream. Discernment 

can only thrive in an atmosphere of absolute Truth, among people whose 

minds have been molded to think antithetically. Proverbs 16:21 extols “the 

wise in heart will be called discerning.” In all of this, the important thing to 

see is that the Christian’s task in whatever he does is to be sure he is going 

God’s way, a way that is always in antithesis to the world’s ways: “My 

thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways” (Isaiah 

55:8). And so, it is always a good idea to proceed cautiously and thoroughly 

when a new teacher or a new teaching explodes on the Christian scene and 

rapidly becomes popular, taking the church by storm. More often than not, 

mass appeal is the result of unsound teaching that beckons to the sinful 

human heart, saying what it desperately wants to hear. It is fascinating to 

observe that at the very outset of the Psalms, the writer presents antithetical 

thinking as the key to following God, distinguishing between only God’s 

way and every other way. And the Proverbs do the same, “The fear of the 

LORD is the beginning of wisdom” (Proverbs 1:7). This way of thinking is 

foreign even in the church. The church displays such an accommodating 

spirit today that protective discernment is almost extinct. Christ and His 

Apostles were not constantly involved in controversy, beaten, stoned, and 

murdered because they sought agreement with the world and attempted to 

integrate the latest, “greatest” ideas into the church. They suffered because 

of the firm, antithetical stand they took for Truth (John 17:17) over against 

the world’s deceptions. In contrast, today the shift in the church against 

antithetical thinking, and toward a popular, mainstream, psychology-based, 

humanistic, therapeutic “gospel,” has created a soft Church and the 

disappearance of discernment. Lord willing, next time we will discuss the 

remaining two causes for the disappearance of discernment in the church. 

For now, beware of the wind and waves (Ephesians 4:14).  
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NOTE FROM PASTOR   

 
“Wind & Waves” Philippians 1:9 
“…by discernment, approving what is excellent…” 
In his emotional, passionate farewell to the Brethren in Ephesus, 

Paul warned them “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock 

among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd 

the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. I know 

that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not 

sparing the flock; and from among your own selves men will arise 

speaking perverse things to draw away disciples to follow them” 

(Acts 20:28-30). The history of false teaching attacking the church 

proves itself to enter the church by those who are already in the 

church: false teaching is usually an inside job! And often the 

church itself contributes to the problem by allowing some to follow 

the crowd and latest trends without being discerning. We do not 

have enough Bereans in the church (Acts 17:11), those who 

diligently search the Scriptures to see if what is taught is in reality 

Truth. Discernment is the ability to think systematically about 

theology = how a single statement fits with or contradicts the whole 

of what the Bible teaches on the subject at hand. This is such an 

important skill to the local church that discernment is listed among 

the spiritual gifts given by God to the church in 1 Corinthians 12. 

Some Christians are especially gifted by God with the ability to 

discern Truth from “almost-truth.” Unfortunately, discernment is 

perhaps the least appreciated spiritual gift, because it often goes 

against the prevailing notions and calls for a congregation to take a 

closer look at something that is excitedly embraced prematurely as 

a good thing. What has caused this lack of discernment in the 

Church today? There are four basic causes. The first cause is the 

collapse of church discipline as commanded in Matthew 18. 

Church discipline is intended by God to be a healing balm – 

discerning between right and wrong and restoring an erring brother. 

Church discipline must be balanced; neither too soft nor too harsh. 

Church discipline erects a barrier between the church and the 

world, preventing false doctrine from taking root in the hearts of 

believers, protecting the flock just as the Apostle Paul commanded.  

 

Church discipline confronts, rebukes, and restores the one who is 

http://www.gracelive.com/

